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Letter from the CEQ and Board Chair

We are delighted to share The Inn’'s 2024
Annual Report, highlighting the generous
individuals, organizations, and volunteers
whose contributions are essential to

our mission. This report reflects our
collective efforts to enrich the lives of
these courageous children and their
caregivers who call The Inn home.

Over the past year, 954 families stayed
with us free of charge. These families
traveled from all over the world to
participate in pioneering clinical trials at
the National Institutes of Health, seeking
advancement in treatments for genetic
conditions, cancer, bone and growth
disorders, mental illness, rare diseases,
and other profound health challenges.
For many, the NIH offers their best hope
for acure and brighter future.

As you will read in this report, we made
tremendous progress in our vision

for the future of building The Inn of
Tomorrow. In December 2023, we
began construction on the Young Adult
Residence, a dedicated space across
West Drive. This renovated building will
focus primarily on the unique needs of
the young adult population that comes

to The Inn. The residence will include

six guest rooms and communal spaces,
including a spacious kitchen, dining
room, and living room, designed to foster
comfort and community.

This summer, the National Institutes
of Health reviewed the final design
development drawings, which were
submitted by Perkins&Will, the global
design firm leading our architectural
efforts. While timelines for large-scale
construction projects can shift, we
anticipate the following two phases of
construction: Phase 1, from November
2024 to January 2026, will focus on
the renovation of the north side of our
existing facility. Phase 2, from January
2026 to Summer 2027, will include the
expansion of our facility, with project
completion expected by the summer
of 2027. This project aims to enrich the
services we offer to our families while
strengthening our ability to support the
groundbreaking work of the NIH.

In this report, you will also find stories
of resilience and commitment to our
work. From special programs that
support siblings during challenging
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Together, we are
making a difference
in the lives of

the children and
families who need
it most.”

times, to investing in our infrastructure
developments that help us better serve
families, to taking families sailing on
the Chesapeake Bay, The Children’s Inn
remains a beacon of hope - a place of
rest and refuge where optimism and
healing intersect.

Thank you for being a vital part of this
journey. Together, we are making a
difference in the lives of the children
and families who need it most. We look
forward to another year of providing
care, comfort, and hope to all who call
The Inn home.

With gratitude,

Jennie Lucca
CEO, The Children’s Inn at NIH

Jouss focs.

Brian Kelly
Chair, Board of Directors,
The Children’s Inn at NIH

o
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Our Impact

July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024

Where the power
of childhood
meets the power
of research.

In partnership with NIH researchers, Inn residents have
contributed to many medical milestones:

NV

Demonstrating bone
marrow transplants cure
sickle cell disease.

Making HIV/AIDS a
treatable disease.

Pioneering effective
treatments for many rare and
serious genetic diseases.
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Our Impact

Advancing new ways to Curing 90% of children with
diagnose and treat serious the most common form of
mental health conditions such as blood cancer—and using
schizophrenia and depression. CAR-T cell therapy for very
advanced forms of leukemia.

Inn residents participated in studies at
12 of the 27 institutes and centers at the
NIH. About one-third of the 1,500 NIH

954 Families stayed clinical research studies include children.
There were 478 protocols for infants up to

19,129 nights at 30 years old.
The Inn—a total of 1,450

reservations.
Since 1990, families have traveled
to The Inn from all 50 US States and

106 countries.
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Our Impact

The Inn's Programming
Team offered 803
activities designed to
be culturally inclusive,
thoughtful, and
responsive to the needs
of each family.

35 full-time
and six part-
time staff.

299

volunteers
supported
The Inn,
contributing
9,570
volunteer
hours.
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2024 Financial Overview

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is the world’s premier biomedical research institution; the breakthroughs
that happen here are the first steps toward eradicating diseases, easing pain, and making better lives possible. None
of these medical advances would be possible without the people who drive them: children, families and caregivers,
clinicians, and staff—the community The Children’s Inn brings together. Supporters like you help us bring hope to the
families who need our services, even as we advance medical breakthroughs.

Income & Investments

NIH Reimbursement $1.4M
Investment Income $8.5M
In-Kind Contributions $3.5M
Individual & Corporate $14.7M
Total: $28.1M

30.1%
NIH INVESTMENT IN-KIND INDIVIDUAL & CORPORATE
REIMBURSEMENT INCOME CONTRIBUTIONS CONTRIBUTIONS
Net Assets
Without Donor Restrictions $23.3M
With Donor Restrictions $54.5M
Total: $75.8M

WITHOUT DONOR RESTRICTIONS WITH DONOR RESTRICTIONS
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2024 Financial Overview

Operating Expenses

Lodging $8.4M
Resident Services Program $3.6M
Fundraising $2.7M
General & Administrative $1.8M
Total: $16.5M

LODGING 51.1% RESIDENT SERVICES 21.5%

FUNDRAISING 16.2%

GENERAL & ADMIN 11.2%

Source: Audited financial statements as of June 30, 2024, available upon request or on The Inn’s website. The

i

_§ ‘\/ CHARITY Children’s Inn holds the Better Business Bureau seal of approval and is recognized by Charity Navigator and
BBB. ‘|’/N AVIGATOR Guide Star, indicating that we fulfill our mission in a fiscally responsible way. These exceptional designations

demonstrate to supporters that we are worthy of their trust.
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Groundbreaking for the Young
Adult Residence December 2023.
From left to right: Brian Kelly
Executive V.P,, U.S. News & World
Report Board Chair, The Children’s
Inn at NIH; Colleen McGowan,
Director, Office of Research
Services (ORS), NIH; Jennie Lucca,
CEO, The Children’s Inn, Alfred C.
Johnson, Ph.D., Deputy Director of
Management, Office of Research
Services (ORS), NIH

Goal One

#INN2025

In 2018, The Children’s Inn at NIH launched our #INN2025 strategic
plan, a transformative journey to advance our role in medical discovery
and patient care. To date, we have made considerable progress in

our three strategic goals: evolving to a state-of-the-art “smart” living
environment, strengthening the integration of discovery and care, and
maximizing community support to promote financial viability.

As we reflect on our journey over the past four years, we recognize we

have reached a pivotal moment. While there is much work to be done,
there are many accomplishments to be proud of; many seeds planted in
the early days are taking root and growing into reality.

Progress continues at an exciting pace with our plans for The Inn of Tomorrow.
We are excited to report several notable milestones from the past year.

In December 2023, we held a groundbreaking event for the Young Adult
Residence across the street from the Inn. The Young Adult Residence is an
extension of The Children’s Inn and part of our vision for The Inn of Tomorrow.
The facility will provide six additional guest rooms as well as living, dining, and
kitchen facilities for young adults. This project is fully funded and is projected to
openinearly 2026.

Additionally, The Inn and its architectural partners Perkins&Will have engaged
the design agency Local Projects to work specifically on the new Merck Tower of
Hope, a beacon with two interior spaces that will serve as the centerpiece of the
newly renovated Inn of Tomorrow. Local Projects is responsible for the National
September 11 Memorial & Museum in New York City and Planet Word, the
world’s first voice-activated museum in Washington, DC. Their design for the
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Goal Two

Strengthen the
Integration of
Discovery and Care

Merck Tower of Hope promises to be an awe-inspiring, multi-sensory, inclusive
space for all families at The Inn. It will be a flexible information hub and an
invitation for creative exploration, allowing families to immerse in unexpected,
imaginative worlds.

Throughout this project, The Innwill remain fully operational 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, as we have successfully done during previous construction
projects. Our primary focus is minimizing disruption to families and staff
during construction, with their safety and comfort as our highest priority; we
are carefully phasing construction to maximize room availability and preserve
community spaces.

Over the past year, we have continued to strengthen our partnership with NIH
leadership and researchers, who are performing groundbreaking work. As The Inn
of Tomorrow becomes a reality, that partnership has never been more critical. It
has led to valuable new support programs that better integrate discovery and care
for our families now and in the future such as the Pediatric Support Program.

Inn Teams connected with five new studies actively recruiting pediatric
patients. Through our communications with these five groups, we learned how
to better anticipate families’ needs even before their arrival at The Inn. It's one
more way that we continuously work to ensure that we are doing everything
we can—now and in the future—to ensure both their access to clinical trials
and comfort at The Inn.

We were able to support two nine-year-old, first-time patients with visual and
psychomotor issues (balance and coordination, difficulty walking, involuntary
movements, slow reaction time) by:

e developing navigation tips for the families, ensuring the easiest and safest
routes from their resident rooms to the Clinical Center,

e providing grocery cards ahead of their visit to accommodate dietary needs,

e and facilitating pre-visit discussions with medical teams to manage
expectations around procedures.

The Children’s Inn at NIH 2024 Annual Report



Goal Three

Maximize
Community
Support and
Promote Financial
Viability

This past year, Inn staff
participated in NIH'’s

Rare Disease Day, joining
representatives from across
the NIH campus to highlight
the resources we provide at
The Inn to support families
battling rare diseases.

In May, The Inn was excited
to launch a new partnership
with Hope for Henry. This
pediatric patient incentive
program improves coping
skills and medical outcomes
for children whose chronic,
serious illness requires
lengthy hospitalizations and
invasive treatment.

Our Board Task Force on Health Equity continues to provide pioneering
leadership and momentum in advancing health equity by cultivating a
diverse group of leaders and ensuring a continued focus on health equity
in all aspects of our strategic planning.

Last spring, we hosted a webinar, Leadership and Momentum in Advancing
Health Equity, which featured an insightful conversation on health equity
in clinical research with a spotlight on youth mental health. Featuring
representatives of The Inn and several NIH institutes, the conversation
gave participants a greater understanding of how diversity contributes
to improved health outcomes and how the NIH and The Inn address
inclusivity within their research and programs.

The Children’s Inn at NIH 2024 Annual Report 9
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We were honored to be recognized for our work in this area when the National
Association of Corporate Directors named The Inn a finalist for their prestigious
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Award. Additionally, The Inn was recognized

as Kennedy Krieger’s 2024 Business of the Year. At the ceremony in June,
Kennedy Krieger recognized The Inn as a business partner that supports
workplace volunteer experiences for its community members. Through
Kennedy Krieger’s CORE Foundations, volunteers have come to The Inn for
more than five years to help with tasks such as managing kitchen supplies,
organizing the playrooms, helping with administrative duties, and walking Zilly.

At The Inn, our programming team works tirelessly
to develop educational, therapeutic, and recreational
programming that promotes a diverse and vibrant
community. This year, such programming included
various field trips around the Washington and
Baltimore areas. They gave Inn families opportunities
to experience cultural activities they would never
have done—such as a sailing trip on the Chesapeake
Bay that allowed them to explore Maryland’s natural
beauty while getting some much-needed relaxation
away from the medical environment. At The Inn,

the programming team also regularly organizes
International Nights and cultural activities, allowing
residents to share their cultural backgrounds with the
wider Inn community.

Meghan Arbegast Smith Senior Volunteer
Engagement Manager and Mary Miller
Program & Services Manager accept the
Business of the Year Award

The Children’s Inn at NIH 2024 Annual Report
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OUR STORIES Ellis

NIAID DOCTORS CURE SEVERE
NEUTROPENIA WITH LIFE-SAVING TRANSPLANT

Faith and Confidence
Provide a Miracle for Ellis

From the moment you meet her, it is impossible not to like Ellis. She greets new people with a hug and
calls them her best friend within minutes. A six-year-old native of Vancouver who now lives in Canton,
Georgia, Ellis is a bright and bubbly girl. She is gregarious, funny, and curious about the world around
her. Fortunately for that world, she will be sticking around for a while.

“When she was born, everything was perfect until it wasn’t,” Ellis’ mother Yataa remembered. When
she was about a year old, Ellis developed a persistent fever that doctors initially dismissed as nothing
alarming. However, Yataa sensed something was seriously wrong and, before long, her worst fears
were realized.

“At one o’clock in the morning one night, | walked into her room,” Yataa recalled. “She was out. She was
vomiting in her sleep, and she was as cold as the wall, and she was chalk-white. We rushed her to the
emergency room. They tested her blood and saw that there was something wrong. They rushed her into
ICU, and it all began that night”

What began was a five-year struggle first to diagnose and then treat Ellis in order to save her life.
After her harrowing stay in the ICU at a Vancouver hospital, Ellis was seen by pediatricians who were
unable to identify any significant issues with the child. Yataa and her husband, Marius, pushed for a
hematologist to review her bloodwork and make determinations. At last, they got the attention they
wanted. But the situation was dire.

Ellis was diagnosed with chronic severe neutropenia, a rare and life-threatening disorder that impacts
the production of white blood cells, weakening the immune system. Already a rare disease, Ellis’
neutropenia was complicated by a genetic mutation in the SRP-54 gene, further isolating her case
within the medical community.

The hematologists that Ellis’ family consulted did not offer an optimistic outlook. They told Yataa and
Marius to enjoy their time with their daughter and that there was no cure or treatment. But as they
discovered, that was not the case.
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OUR STORIES Ellis

NIAID DOCTORS CURE SEVERE NEUTROPENIA
WITH LIFE-SAVING TRANSPLANT

For two years, Yataa searched. She reached out to all
the best hospitals—not just in Canada but around the
globe. It became evident that a transplant could be the
cure, but the uncertainty left doctors and insurance
providers wary of authorizing it. In Canada, with
taxpayer-funded healthcare, she was denied access to
an experimental procedure. If they were to move to
the United States, as they would by 2022, insurance
would cover Ellis’ procedure, but doctors were
unwilling to take the chance on a transplant that, as
Yataa described it, “did not have a protocol.”

Consistently getting no for an answer, especially when
there was the prospect of a transplant out there, took
atoll on Ellis’ parents. “After two years of trying, we
kept hearing no,” Yataa sighed. “There was a boy [with
neutropenia but without Ellis’ genetic mutation] who
was cured at St. Jude’s through cell therapy. | reached
out to St. Jude’s, and they did not respond. | found his
parents and contacted them through Facebook, and | Ellis and her mother, Yataa, meet Screech from the
asked them if they could reach out to the doctors and Washington Nationals at The Inn

help my child. They responded and said that the doctors

had said they had nothing for us. That was the last

strike. That night, after we put the kids to sleep, | sat

down with my husband and told him, ‘When everybody ‘ ‘

tells you that you're dead, it’s time to lay down. We're

laying down. And so, we hugged, and we cried, and that

was it. And then a week later, NIH responded to us.” Th ey g ive your child

Dr. Harry Malech made the initial connection with a hu g. You become

Ellis’ family. The Chief of the Genetic Immunotherapy . , .

Section at the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious fa mil |y It's not J ustt h e

Diseases (NIAID), Dr. Malech enthusiastically accepted
Ellis as a candidate for transplant at NIH. The initial

material support; it's the

meeting was in early 2020, just prior to the COVID-19 Tt

pandemic. Though the pandemic delayed Ellis’ procedure, S p Iritua l sU p pO rt' t h €

Dr. Malech remained reassuring as Ellis’ family moved constant love.

to the United States and settled in Canton, a northern

suburb of Atlanta. He also introduced the family to Dr. —VYataa, Ellis’ mother

Corina Gonzalez, who would ultimately perform the
transplant. At long last, the family not only had their own
faith and hope but were also seeing confidence in their
doctors’ eyes.
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OUR STORIES Ellis

NIAID DOCTORS CURE SEVERE NEUTROPENIA

WITH LIFE-SAVING TRANSPLANT

“When you meet her, you see that she is a special doctor,” Yataa said of Dr. Gonzalez. “The power and
the knowledge that she demonstrates—I did not doubt her for a second. She was so confident that this
would cure Ellis. And afterward, when she looked my husband in the eyes and told him definitively that
the transplant had been successful, he fell on the floor and cried. That sentence did so much. There is no
doubtingit. That’s it

It wasn't just the medical care Ellis received at NIH that made a lasting impact. Ellis and Yataa arrived at
The Children’s Inn late on Mother’s Day 2023. For Yataa, walking through the doors of The Inn seemed
to lift the burdens of the past five years off her shoulders. “It was late, and | didn’t expect to see anybody,
but the staff immediately asked if we were hungry and needed anything like toys, books, or toiletries. The
facility is amazing, but it’s also the staff—the support, love, and care. The staff sees you coming, and they
give your child a hug. You become family. It’s not just the materialistic support; it’s the spiritual support,
the constant love.”

Ellis embraced life at The Inn, becoming involved in activities and wandering the halls with her mother,
making new friends among the other families and the staff working in the building. With her little brother,
also named Marius, back home in Georgia, Ellis had no shortage of playmates. A bright girl who would

be entering first grade this year, she can already read at a third-grade level and has read the many books
available to families staying at The Inn. She also loves Paw Patrol and Bluey, demonstrating some of the
indefatigable energy of the puppies who star in both those shows.

On June 1, after two weeks of
testing, Ellis was admitted to the
Clinical Center for her transplant.
Two weeks later was the big
day—Cell Day, as Yataa calls it—
when the transplanted cells of an
anonymous 25-year-old female
American were transplanted

into Ellis’ body and took hold.
During her hospital stay, Ellis
developed an extraordinary bond
with her doctors before and after
her transplant. Yataa described
how Ellis now has to seek out

SOCCER f@l‘i_ '. / = s e, - & Dr Go.nzalez.for a'hug onany
TURE e e g . 3 of their medical trips up the hill

the FU -‘e 4 2 ne .
A TR e e to the Clinical Center. Hearing

her mother talk about this one
afternoon at The Inn, Ellis said she
wished she could give Dr. Gonzalez
a hug that minute.

Ellis regularly took part in Soccer for the Future events at The Inn
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OUR STORIES Ellis

NIAID DOCTORS CURE SEVERE NEUTROPENIA

WITH LIFE-SAVING TRANSPLANT

“It's been a successful transplant,” Yataa smiled. “Her white blood cells are going up. It's been amazing. NIH
was the only place in the world that gave Ellis a chance. Otherwise, she probably wouldn't be there. And what
is major about this transplant is that there is now evidence that this would cure this disease. So, for other
kids who have chronic severe neutropenia or this SRP-54 gene mutation, it would give them the option of a
transplant. Because not everybody can get to NIH to get this done”

SAUTIONI, UNEvEN . As she recovered from her

" transplant, The Inn flew Ellis’
father and brother from Georgia
to spend a weekend with her and
Yataa. The siblings were delighted
to reunite, and their parents
immediately noticed her brother’s
impact on her. The one problem
that Ellis had encountered post-
transplant was a lack of appetite.
She would not eat, but when her
brother was with her, she willingly
ate meals alongside him.

As she regained her strength,
Ellis was once again a constant
presence at the programs and
events that took place almost

— A 4 daily at The Children’s Inn. A
Ellis and the flight crew that brought her back home to Georgia after her soccer player at home, she was
transplant particularly excited on the day that

members of the D.C. United team

came to The Inn. The precocious
six-year-old appreciates the time she has been given. When asked about her favorite day at The Inn, she
smiled broadly and said, “Every day is my favorite.”

Three months after Cell Day, on September 22, Yataa and Ellis returned home to Georgia. They will be
back for regular check-ups with Dr. Malech and Dr. Gonzalez, but they also look forward to settling down
to a new life in the United States.

“This is the country that saved my daughter,” Yataa said. “The government of America saved a kid that

is not even from this country from their own funding. That’s huge. And | have my kid to run around and
play. The Children’s Inn kept me standing. You have your family, you have your friends, and you go to
church. This has been like my church. You come in, and they have you surrounded, asking what you need
and how they can help with anything. They have us all cared for.”
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OUR STORIES Elyas

RENEWED OPTIMISM
Family is Life

for Elyas’ Fight
Against Sickle Cell

Viewers of the popular AppleTV show Ted Lasso know that for many, “Football is life.” But for Elyas,
a 12-year-old from Kenya, football is only a tiny part of it. To him, family is life, and thanks to his
parents and brother, Elyas has a renewed optimism for his future and a deep appreciation of the
opportunity he has been given.

As anewborn, Elyas was always getting sick and worrying his parents, who already had a young
son at home to care for. His mother, Zuleikha, and father, Nadeem Mohamedali, brought him from
doctor to doctor, looking for answers, but the doctors dismissed it as recurring infections. But his
parents knew there was more to it. They traveled from their hometown in Mombasa to the capital
city of Nairobi to consult with some of the foremost medical professionals in the country.

Before the trip to Nairobi, Elyas temporarily lost the use of his left hand and leg, turning what
had already been a determined effort by his parents into an urgent one. He spent his first week
in Nairobi in the hospital, where they discovered hairline fractures in both his hand and leg. They
also ran tests and, after 18 months of constant medical tribulations, determined that the toddler
had sickle cell beta thalassemia.

With a diagnosis now secured, Elyas’ parents focused on seeking a cure. Zuleikha joined various
social media groups for parents of children suffering from sickle cell anemia and eventually came in
contact with a mother who recommended a doctor back in Nairobi who specialized in sickle cell.

“He was a wonderful man,” Zuleikha remembers. “His friend had passed away due to sickle cell,
and he dedicated his life to fighting it. He recommended Hydrea, which is a chemotherapy drug,
to manage it. And it became a bit more manageable. Elyas’ crises would only happen once or
twice ayear”

As his parents and doctors managed his disease, Elyas was growing up. Despite his diagnosis, Elyas
had a passion for soccer-or football, as it is known in most countries outside the United States.
Although it made Zuleikha nervous every time he got into a game, Elyas persevered and could be
found kicking a ball whenever his pain levels allowed.

When the pain came, though, it was debilitating. “It’s like someone is punching you with so much
force,” Elyas described. “You're basically being beaten up. It’s a lot of pain”
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OUR STORIES

Elyas

RENEWED OPTIMISM

In the face of such suffering, many would have been tempted to hide away from the world and
avoid as many triggers as possible. Not Elyas. He was too in love with football. He kept striving to
be a center midfielder, a spot where he could distribute the ball to his teammates and set the stage
for the team’s ultimate success. Off the field, though, his family played a similar role in helping him
succeed in his fight against sickle cell anemia.

The chemo medication did help manage his crises, but it was not a long-term solution for Elyas.
By the time he was 11, he was experiencing liver problems as a side effect of the drug. An

Italian doctor determined that his older brother, Mohamedali Nadeem, was a perfect match as a
potential bone marrow donor. But the procedure remained prohibitively expensive.

In the meantime, Zuleikha continued building a network of support online. There, an online
acquaintance told Zuleikha how her son—Caesar—was having his bone marrow transplant done
at the National Institutes of Health, where he would stay at The Children’s Inn. The same day,
another person online gave her contact information for the NIH. It sounded too good to be true
to Elyas’ parents, but they reached out to the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI)
doctors and were accepted into the trial. As the calendar turned to 2023, Elyas—now 12—was
on his way to Bethesda alongside his parents and brother.

His brother, Mohamedali Nadeem, is four years older than Elyas
and remembers how he felt when his little brother was born. “At
first, | was excited,” he recalled. “Then, when he came out, | wasn't
excited anymore.” His life of being the only child, getting all the
attention of his parents and grandparents, was over.

But the brothers grew close, and when it was discovered that
he would be a perfect match for the transplant, Mohamedali
Nadeem was thrilled. Despite being a strong competitive
swimmer in Kenya, Mohamedali Nadeem gave up that pursuit
for a break that has now stretched to over six months, knowing
that the break would help cure his brother.

He didn’t realize the impact it would have on his own health,
though. During the check-up process prior to the transplant,
it was discovered that he had coarctation of the aorta, a heart
disorder that almost put a stop to his serving as a donor.

A different kind of football: Elyas and his family Fortunately, doctors determined that his case was mild enough
pose at Baltimore Ravens training camp on a field that the procedure would not impact his overall well-being. And
trip with The Inn on March 30 he served as the donor for Elyas’ transplant.

Zuleikha explained that the transplant effectively killed off half of Elyas’ sickle cells, replacing them
with healthy cells from his brother using an antibody known as Jasper 191. The remaining sickle
cells would, in turn, be overtaken by his brother’s cells, allowing for a less intensive recovery and
the same result. He is, she explained, the first child and only fourth person ever to undergo that
sort of procedure.
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OUR STORIES

Elyas

RENEWED OPTIMISM

Elyas and his family stayed at The Children’s Inn in the weeks leading up to the transplant.
Concerns about the price of the life-saving procedure were a distant memory, replaced by the
welcoming atmosphere of The Inn and the complimentary amenities it provides. More important
to them, though, was the community itself.

“I love the community here,” Elyas smiled. “They make you feel so welcomed. It makes me happy
how supportive they are. When | was going through the transplant and recovering in the hospital,
they knew | loved to play soccer, so they brought a soccer ball, and everyone at The Inn signed it”

Elyas will remain at The Inn for six months following his transplant, regularly visiting his doctors
across the NIH campus. His recovery has had ups and downs, but overall, the doctors are pleased.
Heis too.

“I never thought this would happen,” Elyas admitted, his voice full of gratitude for the many people
who had helped him reach this point. “For me, this is a very good miracle”

66

| love the community

here, they make you feel

so welcomed. It makes

me happy how supportive
they are. When | was going
through the transplant and
recovering in the hospital,
they knew | loved to play
soccer, so they brought a
soccer ball, and everyone at
The Inn signed it."

—Elyas

Elyas and his older brother, Mohamedali Nadeem, who
served as his bone marrow donor
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OUR STORIES Zach and Avery

T — OO SR ® A

| / A FAMILY’S NEW LEASE ON LIFE AFTER
A 20-YEAR JOURNEY

There For Each Other:
Zachary and Avery's
Remarkable Story

Zachary’s life was in jeopardy. An 11-year-old from Pahrump, Nevada, he suffered from Fas-associated protein
with death domain (FADD) deficiency, an ultra-rare and severe gene mutation characterized by recurrent
infections, encephalopathy, cardiac abnormalities, and short life expectancy.

The diagnosis was the beginning of a long and, at times, confusing medical journey for Zachary and his family,
with doctors facing challenges they had never encountered before. By the fall of 2022, he and his family were
on their way to The Children’s Inn at NIH so that Zachary’s eight-year-old sister, Avery, could serve as his bone
marrow donor as part of a potentially life-saving treatment at the NIH.

As rare and serious as his diagnosis was, it seemed straightforward enough to those who met him in those early
days at The Inn. His sister would save his life, and the family would begin to move past this devastating time. But
for Zachary, Avery, and their family, it was never quite that simple. And the story stretched back further than
either of them had been alive.

Zachary is the fifth-born child of Shawn and Erin Holmes. Three of his older siblings, Paul, Sarah, and Alyssa,
were grown and living on their own by the time their kid brother arrived in Bethesda, MD at the NIH Clinical
Center. But for Shawn and Erin, this was unfortunately not their first experience confronting the painful reality
of caring for a sick child. In 2001, more than a decade before Zachary was born, the couple’s second son, Jacob,
developed seizures and passed away when he was just 18 months old.

At the time, Shawn, Erin, and their doctors believed that Jacob’s tragic passing was the result of a bad reaction
to the MMR vaccine given at his one-year checkup. There was nothing wrong with their eldest child, Paul, and
before long, two more healthy children, daughters Sarah and Alyssa, were born.

“There was what | call the dark period right after Jacob’s passing,” Shawn remembered. “What got us through
is that when we buried Jacob, Erin was eight-and-a-half months pregnant with Sarah, and we still had Paul at
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OUR STORIES Zach and Avery

A FAMILY’S NEW LEASE ON LIFE

AFTER A 20-YEAR JOURNEY

home. Ultimately, | could have buried my head and probably ruined
the lives of our son and daughter-to-be. Or | could, as | called it,
‘fake it 'til | make it. Put on the fake smile and try not to live in the
darkness. All that would do is make for a worse life. What got me
through was those kids who needed us.”’

As the family continued forward with their grief, they welcomed
another child in 2012, Zachary. At first, he seemed to be healthy and
thriving. But when Zachary was 14 months old, he came down with
the flu and ended up in the hospital, where he experienced a grand
mal seizure.

By the time Zachary was two years old, his life was already full of
chilling déja vu moments for his parents. Fortunately, doctors at the
Zachary and Avery’s older brother Jacob, who UCLA Medical Center discovered a gene mutation that explained
passed away at age 18 months in 2001 .. .

Zachary's seizures and offered some retrospective answers about
what had happened to Jacob.

Zachary seemed to recover after the first grand mal seizure but it was only two years before he suffered
asecond seizure, then two more years before the third. His doctors referred him to immunologists who
recommended that his parents do everything they could to keep him healthy, thinking that the genetic
mutation was weakening his immune system. But over time, it became apparent that there was more going on
medically than just seizures.

“There weren't any people living with this disease,” Erin explained. “The doctors didn't know what to do. His
immune system was attacking his brain.” As they explained, no matter how many prestigious doctors examined
Zachary, they would inevitably come away with some new reason to tell his parents, “I've never seen that before.”

“Welcome to our Zach,” Shawn laughed. “If we didn’t surprise you, we didn’t do our job.”

Doctors figured out over the years that the viruses Zachary would acquire were not necessarily what was
hurting him. “He would get sick and easily beat whatever it was, but the FADD [affected] the messaging system
for the immune system,” Shawn said. “So, it would not stop producing white blood cells after he got better, and
they would start eating other parts of his body—organs and the brain specifically. We were fighting the wrong
fight for the first eight years”

In 2020, Zachary was at a low point. More than 30 percent of his brain was inflamed. Then, the COVID-19
virus hit. Ironically, it was the blessing in disguise that the family needed.

When his doctors enacted strict quarantining protocols, they referred Zachary to colleagues at Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles. Right away, his parents described, the doctors began to recognize what was happening.
At first, the message to Shawn and Erin was not encouraging.
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“They told us to prepare for the worst,” Shawn
said. “To provide palliative care. He was not strong
enough for a bone marrow transplant.”

Already grieving the loss of a child, Shawn and Erin
refused to accept that as the best course for their
son. “l think that’s why we made it this far;” Erin

% > ' < 40 a3 : = smiled. “We couldn't let that happen again.
Zachary mingles with a DC United player on the team’s visit With his parents pressing for alternate options,
to The Inn

Zachary’s doctors took a chance on a multiple
sclerosis drug which, they hoped, would block his
immune system from reaching his brain. Miraculously, it worked. But it was not a long-term solution. Though
the drug prevented the immune system from attacking the brain, it also prevented the immune system from
healing any external disease which might attack it. “As our doctors called it, it’s a bit of Russian Roulette,” Shawn
said. “There might be 1,000 chambers in the gun, but eventually, it will get you if you don’t do something. The
bone marrow transplant is the something.”

Enter Avery. Born three years after Zachary, Avery is a bright, caring girl who grew up loving gymnastics. By
2022, Zachary's brain inflammation had been significantly improved thanks to the experimental treatment,
reducing 90 percent in size. But he still needed a transplant, and Avery proved to be a perfect match as a
donor. So a year ago, in November 2022, the parents and two younger children came east to the NIH Clinical
Center, where they would stay at The Children’s Inn as they prepared for, underwent, and recovered from the
procedure.

When a patient receives a bone marrow transplant, their doctors put them through a series of tests designed
to ensure their safety and preparedness for the grueling procedure and recovery. What may not be as well
known is that the bone marrow donor also goes through tests for the same reason. As part of the preparation
for the procedure, Avery underwent an EKG test, and doctors discovered something that immediately and
dramatically threw a wrench in everyone’s plans.

“They found a hole in the atrial vein leaking into the right chamber,” Avery explained about the congenital heart
defect discovered by doctors at the NIH.

Instead of saving her brother’s life, Avery found herself back in the car, driving across the country to Los Angeles,
where the seven-year-old underwent open heart surgery on December 30 that may have saved her own.

“Zachary’s doctors felt that it was urgent that they get her in quickly and get her recovered quickly because he
needed this transplant as quickly as possible,” Erin said. “They pulled strings to get her in for her surgery, and
two weeks after we found out about her heart, it was done”’
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“They said this is something you can’t hear
through a stethoscope,” Shawn said. “She
probably would have had a heart attack in her
teens or early 20s”

Eleven weeks of recovery followed, but Avery
remained determined to play a part in saving
her brother. After all, he had essentially helped

save her life too. And though she had been nervous about the procedure in November, after going through
emergency open heart surgery, the prospect of bone marrow donation was more straightforward.

At long last, the family returned east to Bethesda, making their third cross-country drive in five months, and the
transplant took place on May 9. It was a momentous occasion for the family and the entire American medical
community, as it was the first transplant of his type involving FADD deficiency to be done in the United States.

Playdates had not been an option for Avery back home. Her brother’s iliness precluded that, and she had been
home-schooled for third grade during the 2022-23 school year in preparation for the transplant. So on their
visits to The Children’s Inn, she relished the opportunity to be just one of the kids.

“I mostly just like the kids here,” Avery said. “You can just play with other kids. Back home, | couldn’t do that
at all” She has taken full advantage of The Inn’s programming opportunities, participating in special events
and field trips she never dreamed of a year ago. She also has loved the newly refurbished playground and the
indoor play spaces that make The Inn such a “Place Like Home” for children like her.

“l got the better end of the stick,” Shawn laughed as he
described splitting parenting duties with Erin. After Avery’s
single night in the Clinical Center recovering from the
transplant, Shawn has been with her at The Inn most of the
time while Erin stayed with Zachary, whose in-patient tenure
at the Clinical Center lasted several weeks. “Avery was very
lucky [for those] six weeks. There was a group of girls around
the same age, and they would play from 8:00 in the morning
towhen | dragged her back in the room at midnight, telling
her that we had to cut it off eventually! It was the families
that made it work. The kids used every activity and every
space to draw themselves together. The kids made the
activities fun, and the activities made for a place where the
kids could have that fun. It was a great balance”

Zachary, meanwhile, has taken pleasure in the little things
after he returned to The Inn to continue his recovery. The
fridge in the Bistro, for example, has captivated him, with its

66

The Inn made an
unthinkable thing
possible. It provides
this great community,
which makes you more
comfortable as kids
and parents.”

—Zachary & Avery’s dad, Shawn
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constantly refilling supply of chocolate milk, string cheese, and juice. He also has made appearances at Bingo
and painting nights. He was not feeling up to a field trip when The Inn hosted its annual Christmas in July
event, but Avery made sure to factor himinto her plans, buying presents for Zachary in addition to herself.

Zachary's recovery has had its ups and downs over the ensuing months. He initially returned to The Inn from
the Clinical Center only to have a seizure send him right back across the street for an additional week. “They
said that’s typical of the timing,” Erin explained. “We don’t anticipate anything else.”

On the Saturday before Thanksgiving, a year after their first visit to The Inn, Zachary, Avery, Shawn, and Erin
went home at long last. They will return at least once a year for the next five years for follow-ups to Zachary's
groundbreaking procedure, but doctors and everyone around him are optimistic about his long-term outlook.

Over the last six months, as Zachary recovered from his transplant and Avery displayed just what a strong
heart she has, their parents were grateful that they have had the whole family together, even after months
away from home. “It’s easier that we are all together,” Erin said. “We have been anticipating this for a long
time, so it was worth being here. It's convenient and super easy [at The Inn]. It is an amazing place.’

“The Inn made the whole experience tolerable,” Shawn
smiled. “It made an unthinkable thing possible. It provides
this great community, which makes you more comfortable as
kids and parents. You pick where you want to do a transplant
like this based on the doctors, of course, but a big part of
doing this here rather than back in Los Angeles was The
Children’s Inn. The ability for the kids to be around other
kids creates a family. It’s a lot easier to be one-of-a-kind in a
group of hundreds of one-of-a-kinds

With a hopeful eye toward the future, Zachary, Avery, and
their parents are excited about the opportunity to put the
medical saga in the rearview mirror, but doing the same
with The Children’s Inn will be bittersweet. They are not
sure exactly what will come next. But they know they’ll be
ready for it.

“There’s no simple answer for what we hope is the end of a
20-year journey, Shawn said. “Is someone writing our script?
If you wrote a movie, it would be too unbelievable. But our

» B 0 ) attitude has always been that this is the hurdle in front of us,
Avery rides the escalator with Santa at The Inn’s sowe jump it and see what's next. We've had a lot of luck
annual Christmas in July and a lot of angels praying for us”
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RESIDENT THERAPY DOG CELEBRATES HER VALENTINE’S
DAY BIRTHDAY WITH THE CHILDREN’S INN FAMILY

A Perfect Tenth for Zilly

What do you get for the dog who gives everything? Since Zilly
joined The Children’s Inn at NIH as its resident therapy dog in 2015,
that has been the question each Valentine’s Day as the Australian
Labradoodle celebrates her birthday. On Wednesday, Zilly was the
star of the show as Inn staff and residents gathered to celebrate her
10th birthday as part of the broader Valentine’s Day parties taking
place at The Inn.

For most of her life, Zilly has played a unique and integral role for the
families staying at The Inn. A gentle yet playful dog, Zilly has a knack for
bonding quickly with newcomers both young and old, making The Inn
even more of “A Place Like Home” for anyone seeking a furry friend.
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She does so much

all year to make

The Inn such a
welcoming place,
and we love taking
every opportunity we
can to show her how
much she is loved by
everyone here at The
Children’s Inn.”

—Family Program
Operations Manager
Kristin Arabian

Zilly

RESIDENT THERAPY DOG CELEBRATES HER VALENTINE'S DAY
BIRTHDAY WITH THE CHILDREN’S INN FAMILY

Zilly and her friends at her birthday party on Valentine’s Day

Through her role as a certified therapy dog, Zilly also makes regular visits
to families undergoing inpatient treatments at the NIH Clinical Center.
She provides soothing companionship to children, teens, and young adults
undergoing what can be difficult testing and treatments.

Wednesday’s party started in The Inn’s main lobby, where staff and

families gathered to sing Happy Birthday to the dog of honor. Georgetown
Cupcakes provided sweet treats for Zilly and all her friends, and families
presented her with birthday cards they had made over the last several days.

The party continued with Valentine’s Day activities including cookie
decorating stations, a Zilly-shaped paper craft, a photo booth, and a Valentine-
themed art class put on by Dave, a longtime volunteer at The Inn.

“Zilly’s birthday party is one of our favorite events of the year,” said Family
Program Operations Manager Kristin Arabian. “She does so much all

year to make The Inn such a welcoming place, and we love taking every
opportunity we can to show her how much she is loved by everyone here
at The Children’s Inn.”
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DIFFERENCE MAKERS Aram Nersesian

Aram, left, advises a
young sailor and his
caregiver

Sailing with Aram
Remains a Favorite
Inn Activity

For 15 years, Aram Nersesian
has provided families with an
opportunity to explore the
Chesapeake Bay.

On a Thursday in late May, a group from The Children’s
Inn at NIH climbed aboard a sailboat in Lusby, MD, for
aday trip on the Patuxent River and Chesapeake Bay.
The weather was warm, and a blue sky with wispy white
clouds was overhead. It was the first sailing trip of the
season for Aram Nersesian, now in his 15th year volunteering as a sailboat captain to the families
staying at The Inn.

o

Nersesian, an Armenian-American from New York, fell in love with sailing as a young man. For
several years, he even lived on his boat, a 60-foot custom aluminum schooner built in France in
1984. At the same time, he developed a passion for photography and began searching for impactful
ways to give back to the community.

At first, that was through his photography. In 1979, not long after the end of the Vietnam War,
28-year-old Nersesian volunteered as a photojournalist, trading his work to The Catholic Relief
Services and the International Rescue Committee for them to use in fundraising efforts. In return,
they guided him safely to the refugee camps.

Nersesian settled in Lusby and returned to his love of sailing, but the experience working in Vietnam
stuck with him. “l always tried to have both my work and personal projects have ‘intrinsic value,” he
explained. “By that, | mean that somehow, the projects would help people.

One day, he heard areport about the revitalizing impact sailing could have for breast cancer
patients. He called an oncologist, a friend of a friend, offering to take patients out on the water
for relaxing sails that would invigorate them at a stressful and scary time. Though the offer was
appreciated, the oncologist referred him to The Children’s Inn instead. As it turned out, it was a
perfect match.
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He did not know what to expect on the first day that The
Inn was scheduled to come on board. “A bus pulled up with
15 people,” he laughed. “They were all ready to sail.”

The process has repeated itself over the years. Sometimes,
there are familiar faces, but often, the trip out into the

Bay with Aramis afirst for all the families on board.

“His enthusiasm is always evident,” said Family Program
Operations Manager Kristin Arabian. “Aram takes the time
to share his passion with the families and make them feel welcome in what can be a scary activity.
When we leave, our families always feel like they’ve made a new friend.

With life jackets secured on the younger sailors, Nersesian has been shipping out of his private
dock during the summer months with a boat full of grateful families from The Inn for 15 years.

On Thursday, his first sail of the year after a shoulder injury over the winter, he was joined by
friends Susan and Red, both longtime sailors themselves who acted as his crew. The couple lives in
Herndon, VA, and has been looking for similar ways to give back to the broader community through
their love of sailing.

Most families who stay at The Inn are not from the local area, and many come to NIH from other
countries. While their days are primarily spent in the presence of doctors and researchers, the
families also get an opportunity to explore everything that Maryland and the Washington, D.C. area
have to offer through the field trips set up by The Inn’s dedicated programming team. Sailing with
Aram, which involves a 90-minute bus ride from the campus in Bethesda, allows them to truly leave
their stresses ashore and enjoy some salt air and some
of the most beautiful natural views the region offers.

Though he has been providing the intrinsic value for
which he strives to families at The Inn for 15 years,
Nersesian is reluctant to take credit. “My captain’s

hat goes off to the folks who arrange these activities,’
he said, referring to The Inn’s Residents Services and
Programming teams. “And also to all the organizations
who donate their time, activities, facilities, and energy
to give a little something to these families. Each month,
| am awed by the courage of the parents and the smiles
and strength of the children. After each sailing trip, | am
left more inspired, stronger, and more appreciative of
everything around me. Each month, | am a better person
for having met the families and staff who arrive on that
bus, meet a total stranger, and get onto the boat!”
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The Kahlert Foundation Provides
Support Behind the Scenes

I THE KAHLERT

FOUNDATION

Early support from the Maryland-
based organization proves vital to
The Inn of Tomorrow

As The Children’s Inn at NIH has developed plans for The
Inn of the Tomorrow, it has received support from many
sources. One of those sources has been The Kahlert
Foundation, a family philanthropic organization based in
Carroll County, Maryland, which has partnered with The
Inn over the past two years to provide early grant support
for the necessary infrastructure upgrades to transform
the existing Inn and meet the needs of young patients and
families well into the future.

“The thought that The Kahlert Foundation can impact kids
and families who are going through the unimaginable is
rewarding for us,” said Ellen Myers,The Kahlert Foundation
Executive Director. “Really, you're helping kids in Maryland
and all over the world with very rare diseases. It’s unique
that The Innis in our backyard... | don’t think enough
people recognize the significant impact that The Inn has
for families and young kids. So to be able to have a place
like home to go to when you're going through treatment
just spoke to the Kahlert Family.”

The Kahlert Foundation has focused on strengthening
the Maryland community since its founding more than 30
years ago. In fact, the commitment to community goes
back even further than that.

“William E. Kahlert, ‘Bill’ who was the founder of the
foundation, started a company in Maryland back in

the 1970s that make commercial HVAC and industrial
refrigeration,” explained Kahlert Foundation Executive
Director Ellen Myers, who is a member of the Capital
Campaign Committee. “It’s an employee-owned
company. What's great is that over the last 50 years,
when the company has had success, the employees have
been part of that.”

In 1991, after more than 15 years running the industry-
leading Evapco, Inc., Bill Kahlert founded The Kahlert
Foundation with a desire to make a difference in the
communities where he lived and worked. A small family
foundation focused primarily in its home territory of
Carroll, Howard, and Baltimore Counties, The Kahlert
Foundation expanded its reach when its founder passed
away in 2011 and bequeathed part of his estate to the
foundation.

The foundation focuses on health care and education,
with more than 60% of the grants awarded each year
going to support causes in those areas.
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In 2022, Myers and Greg Kahlert, Bill's son and the
current president of the Foundation, toured The Inn,
and they were excited about what they saw. At first,
they made a gift to support family programming. But
soon, the foundation was directly involved in the
development of the plans for The Inn of Tomorrow.

Kahlert grant support was instrumental in securing
$1.4 million in capital funds from the State of Maryland,
which required that The Inn raise the same amount in
matching funds.

“We started our support early in the infrastructure
(renovation) phase,” Myers said. “That is not always the
most attractive things to fund. They’re things behind the
scenes, like air handling and electricity—all the operational
stuff that you have to do in order to ultimately create

the beautiful kids’ playground and welcome area and
renovated rooms.”

It was a natural fit for the foundation born out of the
success of Evapco, a manufacturing company dedicated
to designing and manufacturing the highest quality
products for the evaporative cooling and industrial
refrigeration markets around the globe.

| don't think enough people
recognize the significant impact that
The Inn has for families and young

kids. So to be able to have a place
like home to go to when you're going
through treatment just spoke to the
Kahlert Family.”

—Ellen Myers, The Kahlert Foundation
Executive Director

Though the support The Kahlert Foundation provides
may not catch the attention of many of The Inn’s younger
residents, the opportunity to make a positive difference
in their lives remains important to the Foundation. With
a geographic focus on making an impact in Maryland, The
Kahlert Foundation also welcomes the opportunity to
have a global impact through The Inn.

Thanks to the dedication of The Kahlert Foundation, The
Inn of Tomorrow is closer to becoming a reality. And the
partnership has no end in sight.

“We would love to continue to support The Inn and see
The Inn of Tomorrow come to fruition,” Myers said. “I've
personally been involved on the Campaign Committee, so
I've been learning more about so many generous people
and companies who have made this come together. I've
also gotten to know the staff at The Children’s Inn, and
they're just amazing. As a foundation, we have enjoyed
getting to know the team, and we are happy to be a part
of that [future]”
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Happy 9-Year Anniversary to WINN!

In October 2023, the Women for The Inn (WINN) Community celebrated its WINN takes pride in having directed
fifth anniversary. Since its inception in 2018, WINN has grown into a dynamic over $540,000 in yearly membership
group of over 100 members dedicated to supporting The Children’s Inn. Joining donations over the past five years
this group provides members with opportunities to volunteer their time, donate toward resident welcome packages,
(and direct) funds toward Inn projects, network with like-minded women, and playground renovations, kitchen
connect with healthcare luminaries. supplies, and The Inn’s Feeding

Family and Education Funds. We look
forward to continuing this tradition
of support and welcome any women
who would like to contribute the
minimum annual amount of $1,000
tojoinus.

Under the leadership of co-chairs Debra Cohen and Monica Granovsky;,
WINN brings together women who embrace The Inn’s mission. They strive to
maximize their creativity, personal philanthropy, and professional networks to
provide meaningful support to Inn families.

This past year has been an active one for the WINN community. In addition
to hearing from NIH leaders during triannual member meetings and forming
friendships at WINN socials, this incredible group of women has dedicated
countless hours, generous donations, and lots of love to Inn families by:

To learn more about the WINN
Community, including ways to join,
please visit WINN.

e Sponsoring and volunteering monthly to serve meals to our residents.

e Engaging with families during Valentine’s Day,
St. Patrick’s Day, Cinco de Mayo, and Halloween
parties.

e Decorating our halls and wrapping gifts during the
winter holidays.

e Reading books to our youngest residents during
Pets & Pajamas Storytime.

e  Writing notes of encouragement to fill The Inn’s
Thoughtful Treasure mailboxes.

e Serving as ambassadors for The Inn within their
companies and friend groups.
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Kathy Pomerenk

o Literacy Program

’J&n CELLL:

When Kathy Pomerenk walked through The

*wﬁnl!

sisters from Kurdistan, Irag whose brother Azawas Kathy, center

Children’s Inn’s doors for the first time in the participating in a clinical research study for Proteus Wfth Nza and
summer of 2022, the magic of “A Place Like Home” syndrome. Kathy had never formally taught English Bina
hit her immediately. The retired Montgomery as a second language before, let alone to children
County Public School system special education and whose native language, Sorani, has no one-to-one
reading initiative teacher felt a tug on her heart to correspondence with the Roman alphabet. So she
use her experiences and expertise to give back to Inn did what any trained reading teacher would do: she
families as a reading tutor. started with sounds. She segmented the sounds of
) ) ) ) speech in words, stretching each one so the children

While a family’s primary goal is the health and could isolate and blend them. She taught the girls to
well-being of their child, their continuing education use small colored tiles to represent and manipulate
remains important as they look forward to a healthy those sound patterns, adding and deleting tiles to
future. The Inn’s Learning Center, run by Family create new words.
Program Coordinator for Education Cristian Lemus,
serves as a vital resource for NIH patients, their “We were playing this phonemic awareness game
siblings, and caregivers staying at The Inn. and Bina, the-six-year-old got how to represent

) ) o the individual sounds in a word,” Kathy recalls
“The Children’s Inn is focused on bridging the with a smile. “She looked up and | could see
gaps in educational literacy and language for our the pride on her face. She wanted to continue
families,” says Cristian. “Education is important with this activity because she knew she could
to them, and the Learning Center allows them doit. That’s a remarkable moment in a child’s
to continue to learn at their own pace while development of understanding language”
undergoing treatment at the NIH”

Kathy worked with Bina and Nza, each one in separate

It was in that spirit that in October 2022, Kathy private lessons, twice a week for a total of ten months
started working with Bina (age 6) and Nza (age 9), two
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and over 100 lesson plans. Even after their family moved
to Virginia to enroll the children in school full time, they
continued to participate in Zoom lessons with Kathy from
time to time.

Inspired by young readers like Bina and Nza, in early 2024,
Cristian, Kathy, and two other volunteer educators—Susan
Jaffe and Jaime Banks—piloted The Inn’s Fundamentals of
Literacy Program. Using The Really Great Reading Program
as a guide while focusing on the five pillars of reading—
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and

comprehension—the program’s aim is to enhance literacy
skills and close gaps in reading, writing, and spelling
amongst young readers at The Inn. Currently, ten children
between the ages of five and twelve have been assessed in
its inaugural year.

While they have attracted participation from a few

other siblings, most of their students are the patients
themselves—all staying at The Inn for at least a few
weeks or months at a time. The three tutors and Cristian
meet monthly through the new Academic Instruction
and Mentoring Committee (A.1.M.) to discuss their lesson
plans, student updates, and effective ways to reach and
teach the children.

In the future, Fundamentals of Literacy strives to reach
more kids, more often, taught by more trained teachers.
Kathy is encouraged by early successes and looks forward
to both watching the fundamentals program evolve

and adding more pilots like this one to address different
educational needs at The Inn.

Kathy’s favorite thing about The Inn? “The kids, of course!”
she quickly exclaims. “It's the same thing that every
teacher lives for; it’s that moment when a child looks up
and they've got whatever concept you're trying to teach
and they feel proud, they feel ownership. And it just

feels like such a celebration every time! It doesn’t matter
how little it is. It can be the smallest incremental step in
learning to read but when they get it, they know it, and we
try to celebrate”

Indeed, at The Inn, all big and little steps towards any
goal are celebrated. The past year has been full of those
milestones and accomplishments at The Inn’s Learning
Center thanks to educators like Kathy.

To learn more about the Learning Center and volunteer
tutoring opportunities, contact Cristian Lemus at Cristian.
Lemus@nih.gov.
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| = GDIT Takes Time to Get to Know
Above, GDIT Team serves family dinner, far right the Families at The Children’s Inn

GDIT President Amy Gilliland reads to Inn children

On a quiet Wednesday in early May, when the weather in the Washington area was warming up, the
families of The Children’s Inn at NIH were lacing up their skates and hitting the ice at the Washington
Capitals’ MedStar Iceplex in Arlington. They were guests of General Dynamics Information
Technology (GDIT), a longtime partner of the Capitals and The Children’s Inn.

“That was really fun to offer something that’s a little different for the families,” said Sarah Swedberg,
a Senior Marketing Manager at GDIT. “They learn something new—some of our folks were there to
help. Ice skating is hard!”

Based in Falls Church, Virginia, GDIT is a global technology and professional services company

that delivers consulting, technology, and mission services to every major agency across the U.S.
government, defense, and intelligence community. Its commitment to the National Institutes of
Health is deep, as is its commitment to The Inn.

“We support a lot of health agencies on the IT side,” Swedberg explained. “l can’t describe how
beneficial it is to get to know the people who benefit from some of that and find a way to connect
directly with them.

The partnership with GDIT dates back prior to The Inn’s opening in 1990. GDIT has been directly
involved with family activities, event sponsorship and volunteer help for Inn events such as An
Evening for Hope, Snowed Inn, and the Golf Innvitational. Their generous support has resulted in
over $900,000 for overall operations at The Inn to date.
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We support a lot of health agencies on the
IT side. | can't describe how beneficial it

is to get to know the people who benefit
from some of that and find a way to
connect directly with them.”

—Sarah Swedberg, a Senior Marketing Manager at GDIT

The day at the rink—the first time on skates, for many families who
attended—was a perk offered to GDIT through its sponsorship of the
Capitals. Senior Vice President for Federal Health Kamal Narang opted to
invite the families at The Inn, turning the ice time into a lasting memory and
helping The Inn make childhood possible for residents. “We are proud to
partner with The Children’s Inn to support the evolving needs of families,”
says Vice President and General Manager Federal Health Sector and Inn
Board member Kamal Narang.

GDIT prioritizes making individual connections with the families staying at
The Inn, and not just on the skating outing that it hopes becomes an annual
tradition. Volunteers from the company visit The Inn once a month to serve
dinner, taking the time to interact with families and share in their successes.
In December of last year, GDIT President Amy Gilliland joined her team and
read several seasonal books to young guests.

GDIT also served as a room night sponsor for a week in July, allowing more than 75 families to take part in The Inn’s
annual Camp Inncredible programming that week. This included field trips to see Inside Out, a Washington Mystics
game, and visits to The Inn from superheroes like the Incredible Hulk and Spiderman.

Andrea Mercadante, a Senior Diversity and Inclusion Analyst at GDIT, emphasized the importance of GDIT giving
back to the local community.

“People are familiar with the concept of having a place for these families to stay,” she explained. “It can be
financially devastating to have a critically sick family member. We do work with NIH in a lot of different ways, so
there are alot of individual connections there. It’s part and parcel of everything we're doing with NIH because it’s
not just the business side, these are the people that our business is impacting.”

The opportunities to interact with families, whether at The Inn or special events like the day at the Iceplex, are ones
that the GDIT family values. “Our people just really like doing it, Mercadante smiled as she discussed the monthly
dinners. “It's something simple. They love meeting the families and they want to do it again and again”
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2024 Annual Donors

Individuals & Estates
The Children’s Inn at NIH salutes these individual donors whose generous contributions of $1,000 or more between

July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024, help to sustain the mission of The Inn.

Visionaries
($1,000,000+)

Anonymous

Lois Alperstein

Susan and Brian Penfield

Stars ($100,000-
$499,999)

Anton and Debra Cohen

Prachee Devadas

Jody and Kathy Dreyfuss

Bruce and Lori Dubinsky

Kenneth and Andrea
Frazier

John and Stella Graves

Mary Howes

Joy and Ron Paul

Kathleen Pomerenk

Scott Vogel

Sustainers
($25,000-$99,999)

Anonymous (3)

Estate of Jean Bell

The Honorable Ann W.
Brown

William Dahut, M.D., and
Karen Dahut

Patricia Eanet and Mikel
Frazee

Carroll Ellis

Donna Geller

Joseph and Lynne
Goodman

Kavita Kalatur and Ravi Kolli

Brian and Patrice Kelly

Lt. Vicki Marani

Robert and Jeanne Marani

Krieks McDermott Trust

The Robbins Family

Scott Royal, Ph.D.

Estate of Anna-Marie
Vasquez

Ken and Aggie Wojdon

Elizabeth and Steve Wurster

Benefactors
($10,000-
$24,999)

AK and ChyeLan Arcomona

Conrad and Lois
Aschenbach

Kathleen and Travis Brown

Julie and Nicholas Bush

Ramprakash Chilukuri and
Nirupama Kopparti

Heidi Clark

Mary Clute

Paul and Linda Corbin

Erin Darling, J.D. and
Nathan Darling

Peter Dominski

Linda J. Dybiec

Ashden Fein and Priscilla
Walton-Fein

Kathryn and R. Gregory
Freeland

Laurene Gallo and David
Bowman

Amy and Lee Goodman

David Gordon

Barry and Sandy Harris

Lawrence Impett

Claudia Kaczur

Pamela and David
Kanstoroom

Donald Kaplan, D.D.S.

Ann McDaniel

Lauren McLaughlin

Eleanor S. Metcalf

Julia Metcalf

Annette Moshman

Rick Mowery, Ph.D., and
Joe Conn

Rick and Mata Murphy

Jilland Jon Olmstead

Thomas and Maureen
Patton

Bruce and Ellen Pearlman

Pierre Peloquin

Naomi K. Raber 2020
Charitable Lead Annuity
Trust 1

Kristine and Anthony Ribas

Eric Rosenbaum

Trip Rouillier

William and Pamela Sawyer

Michelle Taylor

Sophia Tong

Paul VanVeldhuisen, Ph.D.,
and Tami VanVeldhuisen

Stephen Wolfe

Donald Wunder

Patrons ($5,000-
$9,999)

Carole Aaron

David and Mary Affeldt

Masood Ahmed

Alexander Alperstein

Nancy Anthony

Diana Araoz-Fraser and
Camilo Garcia Pineros

Milad and Jennifer Bahrami

Jon Belinkie

Raji Bezwada

Daryle Bobb

Carroll Cavanagh

Angelo Cicolani

Michael and Linda Collins

Deborah Cowan and
Michael Berman*

Aldis Crouch

Sandra Davis

Carol Ann Denison

Jeff Evans

Alan Fagles and Patricia
Gradwell

Thomas and Kathleen
Fingleton

Michele Friedler

Joe Gabriel

Prashant Gaur

Helen Gibson

James Gilman, M.D., and
Jeffri Gilman

Christine Grady, RN, Ph.D.,
and Anthony Fauci, M.D.

Anne Gravely

Lucy Holmes, M.D., and
David Holmes

Robert and Elaine Kogan

Donna and John Ladas

Arthur Landis

James LaTorre and Nancy
Frohman

Susan Lee

Anne Lindblad, Ph.D.

Reuben Maher

Marilynn Mansfield

Doug and Mary Beth
McDaniel

Julie and Scott McPherson

Todd and Sarah Merchak

Barry W. Nishikawa

Peter Ouellette

John Palmborg

Mandy Peckham

Michele Peloquin

Jay C. Planalp

Matthew and Erin Polak

Mark J. Raabe

Ryan and Elizabeth Riel

Phyllis Rienzo and
Scott Parr

Ruth Rosin

Bonnie Sanders

Schiffman Family
Foundation, Inc.

Jean Schultz and Shana
Helton

Zoe and Jeremy Sharp

Lewis and Barbara Shrensky

Maria Skolnick and Phil
Skolnick, Ph.D.

Jude Soundar

Fern J. Stone

Dubner Family
Foundation, Inc.

Bradley J. Thobe, M.D.

Judith Troy

Robert and Grace Vogel

Meredith and Jeffrey
Yentis

Supporters
($2,500-$4,999)

Timothy Atkin and Steven
Powell

James Berry and Hali Edison

David and Jane Blessley

Abigail and Roy Blunt

Antoine Bruguier, Ph.D., and
Brooke Bruguier, Ph.D.

Susan Castillo

Roland and Dana Chan

Luke and Emily Chappelle

Ruth Cheng

Lisa Cohen

Myra Cohen

Leyla and Walter* Coker

Corky Crovato

Jerold Dehart

Esther Desimini

Corey Fortin

Yajaira Fuentes

Nancy Gatewood

Doug and Carole Gelfeld

Jamie and Paul Gentille

Doug Gray and Jennifer
Morgan-Gray

Jade and Joni Greene

Rob and Ruth Guerra

Marie Gurka, M.D.

John Hatcher

Philipia Hillman, Ph.D.

Gail lannotti

Douglas Ireland

Robert Jenner

Henry Kahn and Laura
Primakoff

Chandan Karnik

Beth Anne Killoran

Craig and Anna Kline

Jean Lachowicz, Ph.D.

Lori Lambert

Elaine Lee

Kenneth Leitner

Rodrigo Letonja

Erica Lewis

Adam and Kristen
Magruder

Beth and Brian Maloney

Marc and Alyson Marlin

Terri McClelland

Melissa and Vincent
McCullough

Madonna McGwin and
Hamlet Bent

lan Miller

Carol and Barry Minkoff

Sheila and Adam Nappi

Kamal and Priya Narang

Miriam Nordlinger

Beau Oliver

Cindy Osnos

Michelle and Matthew Perry

William Perry

April Persinger

Linda Pickle, Ph.D., and
James Pearson

Bronson Pilgrim

Stephanie Polyzois

Jitesh Prabhu

Tim Puetz

Ronald and Sharon* Quinn

The Irving R. and Naomi K.
Raber Family Foundation

Shimul and Jason Ray

Carrene Ressa

John Richards and Nancy
McFadden*

Martha Riva

Steve Roberts

Donald and Sindy Rogers

William and Amy Scherer

Eric Schmitz

Dale D. Schuble

Neil and Fran Simons

Krithika Sivakumar

Cindy Souza

Mary Ann Sternberg

Klaus Strebel and Kathleen
Clouse-Strebel

Ashraf Sufi, M.D.

The Owen Family
Foundation

Steven R. Turner

Amanda Warfield

Rayneisha Watson

Daniel and Rebecca Weaver

Robert Whitelaw

Peggy A. Whittington

Kevin Wilson

Lauren V. Wood, M.D., and
Tommy Wood

Baris Yener

Connie Zhong and Mario
Macaluso

Partners ($1,000-
$2,499)

Linda and Neal Abravanel

Michael and Judy
Ackerman

Barbara M. Alving, M.D.,
and Carl R. Alving, M.D.

Joan Anderson

Elizabeth Aschenbach

Jennifer Azar

Diane Baker and Francis
Collins, M.D., Ph.D.

Vincent Baylor

Dorothy Berlin

Lew and Sharon Berman

John Bertschy, Ph.D., and
Ursula Richter, Ph.D.

Stanley Besen

Aparupa Bhattacharya

Virginia Biedron

Ann and Mark Birns

Tammy Black

Doug Blanchard

Aileen Bloom

Valerie Bonham

William Boyle

Judith Brennan

Lanny and Nancy Breuer

Zachary Britton
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2024 Annual Donors

Individuals & Estates

Thomas and Diane Bronzert

Robert Lindblad and
Donna Brown

Elisabeth Brownstein

Annabel Burch-Murton

Kate Burdekin

Dima Calnan

Chris Caraviello

Diana Ceban

Henry and Paula Chambers

Nancy Chasen

Michael Chiang

Fan-Li Chou

Michael Choy

Mariel Clark

Julie Clements

Holly and Dave Parker

Stefanie Cohen

Susan and James Cole

Liza and Hugh Cole

Rod and Jen Coleman

Amy Corcoran

Charlie Cox and
Carolyn Ruocco

Donna Crosby

Kenyon Crowley

Elaine Currie

Pandelica Dacu

Marla Dalton

Anne Dalton

Claudia Davidson

Stephen Day Sr

Tim Demmie

Lesley DeRenzo

Paulette Deschenes

Thomas Desmet

Chitra Dhayalan

Nancy L. Dianis and
Marcus Ide

Leroy Dokken

Ida Donner

Richard Dsouza

Matthew and Kaylon

John Gallin®, M.D. and
Elaine Gallin

Amy Gao

Bill Gasdaska

Anothony Geisler

Erleen Gillis

Bill and Cissy Glading

Paul Goldsmith, Ph.D.

Miriam Gonzales and
Michael Fitzpatrick

Catherine Gordon

Ashok and Anjuma
Goswami

Monica Granovsky, M.D.,
and Michael
Granovsky, M.D.

Timothy and Fannie Gray

Jonathan and Diane M.
Green

Debra Greenblatt

Hunter and Emily Greene

Michael Greer

Leslie and Roslyn
Grinspoon

Patsy Gross

Brigid and Alan
Guttmacher

Carrie Hankey

Michael Hardy

Theresa Harrison

Craig Haseltine

Charles and Dorothy Heise

Connie Heller

Lee Helman, M.D., and Judy
Falloon, M.D.

Joel and Barbara Helmrich

Daniel and Jerin Higgins

Morey Highbarger

Deborah Hill

Rose Hines

Stephanie Hixson

Ken Hofgesang

Allison Holland

Baird and Alexa Kellogg

Erika Killian

George and Elizabeth King

Kathi and Dan Knise

Elise Kohn,M.D., and
Gary Kohn

Stuart and Marcie Kramer

Mead Krim

Kim Krisik

Laura Lacy

Marsha Ladson

Ralph Lane

Nora Lee

Thomas Lenke

Michael and Amy Lenkin

Thelma Z. And Melvin
Lenkin Family Charitable
Foundation

Petra Lenz, Ph.D.

Charles and Margaret Levin
Family Foundation

Rodney Levine

Ed Livingston

Lauren Lizewski

Claire and Michael Loftus

Joe and Judy Lothrop

Anita Lynn

John Mahoney

Lisa Mahoney

Bryan Malseed

Vaibhav Mangrulkar, M.D.

Asfiya Mariam

The Marshall Giving Fund

Sunitha Mathew

Molly Matthews and Lewis
Ferguson

Carole Maudlin

Christine Mayo

Gregory Mazure

Francis McArdle and Janice
Fischer

Tammy McChain

Regina McElroy

The Neall Family
Charitable Foundation

Teresa Nelson

Steve Neyman

Mary Ann Nichols

Andy Norris

William and Connie O’'Dowd

Michael O’'Mara and Peggy
McCardle, Ph.D.

Wayne Ogata

Alex Ouellette

Anthony and Melissa
Pacilio

Marsha Paller

Victor Palmer

Mahendra Patel

Sean Peay

Jay Pelletier

Eliseo J. Pérez-Stable, M.D.

Tom and Lisa Peters

Henry Petersohn, Ph.D.

Brooke Peterson

Lynne Pickard

Edward Pien and
Danielle Schor

Andrew Pincus and Laura
Wertheimer

Naomi and Michael Pollard

Andrew Poulos

Anna Pugh

Sabrina Puleo

Patricia Raber and
Kenneth Max

Richard M. Ralston

Ray and Dorothy Rapp

Richard and Joni Reilly

Joan and Gary Rentsch

Robyn Richardson

Lisa G. Rider, M.D.

Frances Riley

John and Judith Ritz

Dorelia Rivera

RMS Family Fund

Chad Sheridan

Manju Shivacharan

Gary and Laura Siegel

Robert Silva

James Simpson

Sharon Slotkin

Jessica Smith

Almon Sorrell and Marie
Newman

Lauren and Will Staples

Rhonda Sarks-Manno

Laura Stees

Bonnie Stevens

Ellen D. Swyler

Indigo Tabor

Anna Tate and Joseph
Shaffner

Kelly Tate

Bertrand Taveau

John and Lisa Taylor

Susan Taylor

Thomas Teetor

Susan and John Thomas

Lane Thomas

Allison Thomas-Rodriguez

Peter Thomes

Elizabeth and Tim Thompson

Cynthia Travis

Horace Tsu, M.D.

Debara Tucci, M.D.

Stef and Marilyn Tucker

Anne Ubl

Veronica Valley

Derya Van Bavel

Margaret Venkatesan

Kathy and Edward Vieira

Andrea Vieira

Masood and Yasaman
Vojdani

Meg Vootukuru

Judith Wade

Wagner-Braunsberg Family
Foundation

Dubinsky Jay and Cheryl Hoofnagle Nancy J. McGinness étsa::/\ioRnO:r?(;nBSetsy Robison SEZ',E ://\/Vgﬁ(neerr
Dominique Duong and Ryan and Jamie Hotchkiss Colleen McGowan Troy Rogers Linda and Jeffrey Weber
Peter Wong Kirsten and Kevin Howard Robert and Ann McMillan James and Marcia Scottek Weinberg
Melissa Eckert William Huck Ted and Emma McNamara Rosenheim Pamela Weiss
Tyl.er Elliott . Karen and Rlchard HUff. Barbarq Mihalko Leslie and Mitchell Rubin Angela Caveness Weisskopf
Elgin M. Etchison Lisa and Michael lannarino Puna Miller Family Foundation Helene Weisz and Richard
Gary and Barbara Faigen Asma Idriss Renuka Misra, Ph.D. Kathy and Jon Russell Lieberman
Christopher and Reid and Amanda Jackson Maria Montgomery Amy Sabrin Rebecca Wessling
Kathryn Fain Alice Jacobs Shane Montminy Donna Sagona Eric and Karen White
Gindy Feeser Sabrina Jacobs Cathy Morales and Salerno Beneficia Fund Tyler Willis
Custodio and Maria Ferreira  Lisa Jager, M.D., and Nakela Cook Delia and Roger Sam Rosemary Wong, Ph.D.
Mike Finkel Zachary Jager Nancy and James Morris Michelle Sangiuliano Minta and Lewis Wood
Marlene Kay Fischer Hirsh Jain Barbara Motley Marissa Schell Diane Yarnell
Brian Flanigan Chris James Brigitta Mueller, M.D. Lauren Schnitker Victoria Zagaria
John and Margaret Ford Lucy Coble John Mulhern Andrew Schwartz and Mike Zamojski
Michael Freiman Linda Kalet Rebecca Mulvaney Lisa Krim Leo and Judith Zickler
Janet and Andy Freimuth Jennifer and Anand Kanike  Josephine Murphy David and MarthaSchwartz  Jeffrey and Mary Zients
Michelle Freni David Kanin Molly Muscari Alfred Selgas Elliot Zulver
Michael Fulson-Woytek Edward Kaplan Victoria Muth Jay Shah
Jerome Gabry Edward Karrels Greg and Carol Myers Richard and Phyllis Sharlin *Deceased
Dan and Joanne Galik Jeanie Kartalian Armaghan Naik, Ph.D. Hanif Sherali, Ph.D., and
Freda Keller Semeen Sherali
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of our records. Please contact Peter Spring at peter.spring@nih.gov if you have any questions.
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2024 Annual Donors

Corporations, Foundations, & Organizations

The Children’s Inn at NIH salutes these donors whose generous contributions of $10,000 or more between
July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024, help to sustain the mission of The Inn.

Visionaries ($1,000,000+)
Gilead Sciences, Inc.

Champions ($500,000-$999,999)
Synergy Enterprises, Inc.

Stars ($100,000-$499,999)

Deloitte Consulting LLP

Leidos

The J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott
Foundation

Merck Foundation

Sanofi US Services, Inc.

Sustainers ($25,000-599,999)
186 Advertising LLC

Accenture

Alexion Charitable Foundation, Inc.
The Alicia & Yaya Foundation

Amazon Web Services

AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP
Booz Allen Hamilton

Credence Management Solutions, LLC
CVP

DLH Corporation

Dr. Hila Louise Chashin-Simon Foundation, Inc.

EagleBank Foundation, Inc.

General Dynamics Information Technology
Google Public Sector

Guidehouse

Humble Heart - Gentle Soul Foundation
The Dr. Cyrus Katzen Foundation, Inc.
LCG, Inc.

McCutchen Foundation

Mead Family Foundation

Merck & Co., Inc.

NTT DATA

Palantir Technologies

Palladian Partners, Inc.

ProShare Advisors

Robert I. Schattner Foundation

Rock and Roll for Children Foundation
RTI International

SAIC

T and T Consulting Services, Inc.

Triple Point Security

W. Earl & Barbara Griffin Foundation, Inc.
The Washington Area Toyota Dealers
Westat

Benefactors ($10,000-$24,999)
A-Tek

Abt Global

AFCEA - Bethesda Chapter

Alpha Omega

Aramco Services Company

Brillient Corporation

Capitol Drywall, Inc.

Carahsoft Technology Corporation
CDW Government, Inc.

The Children’s Cancer Foundation, Inc.
The Jane Elizabeth Cohen Foundation
Connsci LLC

CounterTrade Products

Dart Group Il Foundation, Inc.

Dell Technologies, Inc.

Dulles Golf Center & Sports Park
Dynanet Corporation

EagleBank

Fors Marsh Group

GovCIO

Hendall, Inc.

IBM

ICF International

Intel Corporation

ITCON

James G. Davis Construction Corporation
JCS Solutions

Jim Coleman Automotive

Netlmpact Strategies

OptumServe

Platinum Business Services, LLC

Red River

The Abe and Kathryn Selsky Foundation
Unison Software, Inc.

US News & World Report

Verizon

VetsEZ

The Warten Foundation

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of our records. Please contact Peter Spring at peter.spring@nih.gov if you have any questions.
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The Innkeepers Society

The Innkeepers Society is a group of dedicated supporters who have made plans for a future gift to The Inn through
their estate plans, gifts by will, trust, retirement plan assets, life insurance policy, or other legacy gifts.

Anonymous (7)
Linda Berdine
Bloom Family
Patricia Boschetto
In honor of Tyler Matthew Boman
Lt. Col. Stanley Chrzanowski and Leye Chrzanowski
Anita and Carl Deanell
Robert* and Marita Doerning
Edith Embrey
Richard Herbert, DV.M., and Ruth Woodward-Herbert, DV.M.
Helene and Robert Johnson
Laura and Dave King
Heather Mansfield and Charles Lewis
In memory of Norman D. Mansfield
Glenda and Max* Meek
In memory of Andrea Lynn Williams
Susan Miller and Paul Polinger
Renuka Misra, Ph.D.
Cristina Naughton
David and Holly Parker
Thomas and Maureen Patton
In memory of Andrew Thomas Patton and Jennifer Patton
Mark Raabe
Richard Ralston
Michael Strongin and Barbara Granoff
Angela Caveness Weisskopf
Rosemary A. Werden
Milton* and Peggy Whittington
Lori Wiener, Ph.D
Sharon Zeigler
In honor of Stephanie Pirinelli

*Deceased

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of our records. Please contact Peter Spring at peter.spring@nih.gov if you have any questions.
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Northern Stars

The Children’s Inn at NIH honors these individuals who have donated to The Inn consecutively for 20 years or more.

Anonymous (1)

Michael and Judy Ackerman

H. Jere and Jeanne Armstrong

Margaret Ashley

Barbara Barban*

Edward and Janice Barnett

Ira Berkower and Jackie
Levinson

Michael Berman

Peter and Shelly Berman

Philip Berman, M.D., and Toby
Berman

Stanford Z. Berman

Cathy Bernard

Vance and Linda Bettis

Bryna Blaine

David and Jane Blessley

Gary and Susan Bonnett

Marcia Boogaard

Martin Book, D.O., and
Elaine Book

Pat Boschetto

Patricia Brennan, R.N, Ph.D.

Norma W. Brodsky

Kingman and Ann Brown

Travis and Kathleen Brown

Nancy Camacho

Jonathan Camitta and
Carol Sue Price

Elizabeth Canter

Byron and Kathleen Carpenter

Charles and Rosemary
Carpenter

Diane Carvey

Andrew Chiarodo, Ph.D., and
Marie Chiarodo

David Chicchirichi

Tony and Sharon Clifford

Mary Clute

R. E. and Elizabeth Cobb

Louis Crouch

John and Ann Curley

Michael and Elaine Daou

Carl and Anita Deanell

Elizabeth Debelius

Carol Ann Denison

Vincent DeVita, M.D., and Mary
Kay DeVita

David and Helen Dichek

Frederick and Catherine Dietz

Carol DiPace, Ph.D.

Marita Doerning

LeRoy Dokken*

Linda J. Dybiec

Patricia Eanet and Mikel Frazee

Mimi Eisenstadt*

Alan Fagles and Pat Gradwell

Elaine Feidelman and Irwin
Shuman, M.D.

Jeffrey and Joanne Fisher

John and Margaret Ford

Sandy Friedman

Charles and Marilyn Froom

Michael and Anita Gallen

John and Kathryn Glassic

Alan Gober, M.D.

Bob Goldberg* and
Jackie Schloss

Margaret and Irwin Goldbloom

Sharon Goozh-Mosches

Christine Grady, M.S.N., Ph.D.,
and Anthony Fauci, M.D.

Harriet Granger Gordon, M.D.

Robert and Kathryn Graziano

Lynn and Judith Greenwalt

Leslie and Roslyn Grinspoon

Marjorie Guroff, Ph.D.

Theodore Haapala

Carole Habash

Charles and Claire Hallahan

Ernest and Anita Hamel

Leslie Hardy

Walter and Evelyn Harrison

Pat Hilmoe

Ed and Sarah Himmelfarb

Horwitz Family Fund

Helaine Hurwitz

Les and Beverly Johnson

Irving Kabik*

Claudia Kaczur

Helen and Frank Kalis

Donald Kaplan, D.D.S.

James Kelley

George and Elizabeth King

Wilma Kline*

Allan and Paula Kutner

Al and Tanya Lampert

Michael and Amy Lenkin

Ruthjoy Leventhal and Scott
Livingston

David Levin, M.D., and
France Levin

Rod Levine

Thomas and Janet Ligis

Lt. Col. James™ and Patricia
Maheras

Lori Mann

Marilynn Mansfield

Wendy Mansfield

Mary Massey and Jack Meiners*

Jim and Bonnie May

Nancy McGinness

Charles and Gail McGuire

David McKeown

Katharine McLellan

Emma and Thomas McNamara

Elinor W. Meyers*

Wendell and Jo Ann Mohr

Maria Montgomery

C. and Barbara Moore

Rick Mowery, Ph.D., and
Joe Conn

Roberta Moyer

Adele Naugle

Lavon and Delores Neal

Barry Nishikawa

Margaret O’Brien

John and Mary O’Dea

Joost and Elizabeth Oppenheim

Edward Orton, Ph.D., and
Meredith Morgan

The Owen Family Foundation Inc

David and Holly Parker

Gail Pasternack

Robert and Betty Perkins

Rolf Piekarz*

Philip A. Pizzo, M.D., and
Peggy Pizzo

Joe and Mary Jane Porter

Beverly Potter

Andrew and Linda Prandoni

Dan and Dawn Pratt

Mark J. Raabe

Patricia Raber and Kenneth Max

Richard Ralston

Jeffrey and Marianne Ray

Timothy Redington

Cokie* and Steve Roberts

Betty Rosenthal, M.D.

Judah Rosner, Ph.D.

Irene Routhenstein*

Barry and Bonnie Rubinstein

Michael and Beverly Rush

Warren and Kay Russ

Kathy and Jon Russell

Laura Ryan

Maxine R. & Jack S. Schiffman
Family Foundation

David and Martha Schwartz

Steven and Gloria Seelig

David and Amy Seward

Eva and Ray Shapiro

Lewis and Barbara Shrensky

Debra Silverman

Robert Silverman, M.D., and
Randi Leavitt, M.D.

Robert Slevin and Rita Singer

Michael Southcomb*

Marvin and Jeanne Spivak

Laurence and Sharon Spiwak

Theodore Splaver, D.M.D.,
D.D.S., and Deborah Splaver

Rosalie Sporn

Roberta Steiner

Cindy Stevens

Robert and Jody Stevens

Lawrence and Mary Stubbs

Jean Thomas

Mark and Millie Thomas

James Togashi

Elizabeth and Patrick Turley

Edward* and Mary Vaarwerk

Frank and Cheryl Valdivia

Joanvan der Slice

Robert van Hoek, M.D*

Dan and Emily Wallace

Eric Wassermann and Janell
Schweickert

Dennis and Kathie Webster

George Webster

Marvin and Cyla Weiner

Constance Weinstein, Ph.D*

Lori Wiener, Ph.D., and
Sylvan Caplan

Clyde* and Zulienne Wolfrey

Jay and Meredith Wright

Philip Yaffee

Jay Robert Yarington

John Yellen and Alison Brooks

Byron and Sharon Zeigler

* Deceased

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of our records. Please contact Peter Spring at peter.spring@nih.gov if you have any questions.
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Women for The Inn (WINN) Community

FY23 WINN Members

Women for The Inn is a community of women who support the mission of The Children’s Inn at NIH. Joining this
group provides members with the opportunity to connect with healthcare luminaries, volunteer their time, donate

(and direct) funds towards Inn projects, and network with like-hearted women.

Debra Cohen, WINN Co-chair
Monica Granovsky, WINN Co-chair

Sarah Abdow
Linda Abravanel
Lauren Alperstein
Lois Alperstein
Arti Arthur
Ashton Astbury
Jennifer R. Azar
Jennifer Bahrami
Desma Balachandran
Sally Belcher

Ann Birns

Tammy Black
Aileen Bloom
Valerie Bonham
Nancy Breuer
Lauren Brown
ClaraBurgess
Dima Calnan
Angela Carrigan
Susan Castillo
Stefanie Cohen
Myra Cohen
Elaine Currie
Pandelica Dacu
Marla Dalton
Sandra Davis
Prachee Devadas
Nancy L. Dianis
Christine Dub
Dominique Duong
Carroll Ellis

Anna Fernandez
Kimberly Finnegan
Marlene Kay Fischer
Debbie Free

Amy Gao

Miriam Gonzales
Heidi Green
Marie Gurka

To learn more about WINN, please visit childrensinn.org/ways-to-give/winn.

Jenna Hall

Shari Hall

Michelle Helferstay
Stephanie Hixson
Jamie L. Hotchkiss
Lisa lannarino
Asma Ildriss

Lisa Jager

Lucy Joyce

Pamela Kanstoroom
Jeanie Kartalian
Stephanie Kavadoy
Anu Kilaru

Erika Killian

Laura Lacy

Petra Lenz

Erica Lewis

Anne Lindblad
Cari Lunenfeld
Anita Lynn
Padmini Mahurkar
Elizabeth Maloney
Molly Matthews
Tammy McChain
Melissa McCullough
Regina McElroy
Nancy McGinness
Julie McPherson
Renuka Misra
Brigitta Mueller
Priya Narang
Carol Nelson

Lisa Newman
Hannah Noah

Jill Olmstead
Sophia Parker

Joy Paul

Stephanie Polyzois
Jessica Price

Anna Pugh
Sabrina Puleo
Shimul Ray
Carrene Ressa
Kristine Ribas
Robyn Richardson
Phyllis Rienzo
Kate Robbins
Dale D. Schuble
Laura Siegel
Sharon Slotkin
Christine Smith
Jessica Smith
Indigo Tabor
Anna Tate

Kelly Tate
Michelle Taylor
Sophia Tong

Anne Ubl
Margaret Venkatesan
Meg Vootukuru
Sheila Wagner
Priscilla Walton-Fein
Linda Weber
Kanisha Weerakoon
Angela Weisskopf
Rebecca Wessling
Joanne Wills
Diane Yarnell
Meredith Yentis
Victoria Zagaria
Shirli Zelcer

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of our records. Please contact Peter Spring at peter.spring@nih.gov if you have any questions.
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Board & Trustees

Board of Directors

Brian Kelly, Board Chair

Liz Wurster, Board Vice Chair
Erin Darling, J.D., Board Secretary
Kamal Narang, Board Treasurer

Lois Alperstein

Diana Araoz-Fraser

Milad Bahrami

Anton Cohen, CPA
William L. Dahut, M.D.
Prachee J. Devadas

Jamie Gentille, MPH, CCLS
Christine Grady, MSN, Ph.D*
Philipia Hillman, Ph.D.
Kavita Kalatur

Jill Olmstead

Susan Penfield

Scott Royal, Ph.D.

Zoe Sharp, CPA, J.D.
Michelle Taylor

Scott Vogel

Ken Wojdon

*Dr. Grady is serving on the Board in her personal capacity

Trustees

Dale A. Adams

Timothy J. Atkin

Diane Baker

Matthew Bell, Ph.D.

Abigail Blunt

Sandra Davis

Congresswoman Deborah I.
Dingell

Pepe Figueroa

*Deceased

John I. Gallin, M.D*
Edward Greissing

Robert (Rob) Guerra

Lee J. Helman, M.D.

Molly Mahoney Matthews
Beth Maloney

Beth Meagher

Edward Orton, Ph.D.

Todd Pantezzi

Holly Cobb Parker
Philip A. Pizzo, M.D.
Jay C. Planalp
Mark J. Raabe
Kristine Ribas

Ryan A. Riel

Kathy L. Russell
Randy Schools
Porter Shifflett

Committee Members Not Serving on the Board

Annette Abrams, Art Committee
Dale A. Adams, Audit Committee
Masood Ahmed, Capital
Campaign Committee

Capt. Jeasmine Aizvera, MSSW,
LCSW-C, BCD, Clinical Advisors’
Committee

Momodou Bojang, Finance
Committee and Investment
Subcommittee

Julie (Goldfarb) Bush, Capital
Campaign Committee

Tony Clifford, Master Planning
Advisory, Ad Hoc Committee

Dr. Alexandra Freeman, Clinical
Advisors’ Committee

Tim Gray, Audit Committee

Alison Han, M.D., MS, Clinical
Advisors’ Committee

Stephanie Hixson, PE, LEED
AP, Master Planning Advisory, Ad
Hoc Committee

Capt. Antoinette L. Jones,
MSOD, RN, Clinical Advisors’
Committee

Lindsay Joyce, Investment
Subcommittee

Pamela Kanstoroom, Capital
Campaign Committee

Lauren Kingsland, Art Committee

)

Dr. David Lang, Clinical Advisors
Committee

Danielle Myers, Audit
Committee

Dr. Maryland Pao, Clinical
Advisors’ Committee

Peter Miller, Capital Campaign
Committee

Ellen Finnerty Myers, Capital
Campaign Committee

Dr. Ruth Parker, Clinical
Advisors’ Committee

Crystal L. Parmele, Art
Committee

Susan Due Pearcy, Art
Committee

Kristine Ribas, Master Planning
Advisory Ad Hoc Committee

Benjamin Rose, Finance
Committee, Investment
Subcommittee

Sandeep Somaiya
Constantine Stratakis, M.D.
Robert J. Vogel

Dennis Webster

Lori Wiener, Ph.D.

Lauren V. Wood, M.D.

Mark Rotariu, Finance
Committee

Dr. Jill Rothschild, Clinical
Advisors’ Committee

Dr. Nirali Shah, Clinical Advisors’
Committee

Lori Wiener, Ph.D., Art
Committee, Clinical Advisors’
Committee

Alan Zawatsky, Master Planning
Advisory, Ad Hoc Committee

Juan Zavala, Investment
Subcommittee

Dr. Deena Zeltser, Clinical
Advisors’ Committee
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