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More than 1,500 families stayed at The Inn 
this past year and enjoyed 1,000 therapeutic and 
diversionary programs, such as AdventureINN field 
trips to museums and monuments, ExploreINN science 
experiments with NIH fellows and the HeARTworks 
caregiver art workshops.

We opened one of two newly renovated kitchens 
in the original wing of The Inn. The spacious kitchen 
offers easier access to counters and cabinets, as  
well as ample open space for families to cook and 
share meals together. As part of these renovations,  
we replaced heat pumps and upgraded bathrooms  
and bedrooms in the original wing, including technol-
ogy improvements, such as Google TV access and  
Blue-Ray players. 

Our Woodmont House in Bethesda continues to 
thrive and fulfill a need. Since opening in 2010, more 
than 100 families have stayed there before transition-
ing back to their own homes and home countries. On 
behalf of all the families who find “A Place Like Home’’ 
at The Inn, thank you for your continued dedication 
and generosity. We are most grateful.

Kathy L. Russell  
Chief Executive Officer

The Children’s Inn at NIH has been an integral 
partner in pursuing that biomedical research. Through 
its core mission, The Inn makes families feel at home 
during their participation in groundbreaking medical 
research. More than 12,000 children and their families 
have stayed at The Inn since it opened in 1990. 

The Inn enhanced its own mission statement this year 
to better reflect the dynamic relationship with the NIH: 

The Children’s Inn at NIH is a private, nonprofit 
residence for families and their children who 
are participating in pediatric research at 
the National Institutes of Health’s Clinical 
Center. The Inn enhances the opportunities 
for groundbreaking medical discoveries by 
providing a free “place like home” that reduces 
the burdens of illness through a supportive 
environment including therapeutic, educational 
and recreational programming.   
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I extend our 

deepest gratitude to all who have made a difference 
in the lives of our families. You have helped push the 
bounds of medical research.

Lee J. Helman, MD 
Chair, Board of Directors

Chief Executive Officer

The Inn is proud to provide families with 
even more than a place to stay, free of 
charge. We offer a place to heal, a place 
to be a kid—a place to play. This year, The 
Inn completed a new Playground and Park, 
thanks to a major gift from Leidos Health 
(formerly SAIC), which supports our mission.

Chair of the Board of Directors

This year marks the 60th anniversary of the 
Clinical Center at the National Institutes 
of Health. This milestone allows us to 
showcase our doctors and scientists who 
have developed new medical discoveries 
that have saved, lengthened and improved 
countless lives.
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The Donor Arch, 
which honors the 
leadership donors 
to the Playground 
and Park project, is 
made of whimsical 
figures who greet 
our guests as they 
enter the Park. 

The Garden Kaleidoscope, 
honoring Playground and 
Park donor, Leidos Health 
(formerly SAIC), has two brass 
teleidoscopes mounted at 
different heights. The lenses 
form beautiful kaleidoscopic 
patterns from objects outside 
the instrument. 

A Place To

On May 22, 2013, The Children’s Inn at 
NIH proudly opened a new state-of-the-art 
Playground and Park with help from major 
supporters, Leidos Health (formerly SAIC), 
MedImmune, KaBOOM!, AFCEA Bethesda, 
and the NIH Federal Credit Union. With 
features such as a putting green, sound 
garden, amphitheater, swings and sliding 
boards, this exciting space is critical to 
fulfilling The Inn’s mission of providing  
“A Place Like Home” by creating a 
wonderful place to play!

Benjamin’s Tree House 
is a special memorial 
to  local resident 
Benjamin Memmott, 
11, who loved the 
outdoors. This happy 

place of wonder and discovery has a clubhouse with a 
storybook theme, monkey bars, and a tube slide. 

The Spirit Nest is con-
structed with Eucalyptus 
wood, known for strength 
and durability. The nest 
was built on site by the 
artist Jayson Fann and 
volunteers, who separated 
the wood by size and wove the branches together like 
fabric to integrate the structural integrity with the 
artistic flow.

The Fire Engine Play House, donated by Tom and Sonya 
Ricketts, is one of the structures built by Anthony Wilder 
Design/Build as part of 
the Rebuilding Together 
Montgomery County Play 
House project.

The brightly colored kinetic 
sculptures of a mama and 
baby giraffe, created by 
sculptor Frederick Prescott, 
are eye-catching and fun, 
especially when their heads 
bob up and down in the wind.
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They learned about The Children’s Inn many years 
ago through Helen’s work at Bradley Shopping Center in 
Bethesda, which she manages. One day at the shopping 
center, Donald met the parent of a child staying at The 
Inn. When he recounted his experience to Helen, they 
both knew immediately that they wanted to help. 

Helen’s tenants at Bradley Shopping Center had 
requested having a sidewalk sale, so she decided to 
hold annual spring and fall festivals. At the fall festival, 
approximately 200 small pumpkins, loaded on bales of 
hay, were displayed and sold, with proceeds going to 
The Inn. She also placed a jug in the pumpkin patch 
for additional donations. At the spring festival, potted 
plants were sold to benefit The Inn. 

“I like that [The Inn] is available for parents to 
be with their children during serious illness,” says 
Helen. “We would have done anything that we could 
for The Inn.”

Although the festivals do not take place anymore, 
Helen is still dedicated to supporting The Inn. She 
makes an annual donation in memory of Donald, who 
passed away in 2006. Helen is also a member of The 
Innkeepers Society, which recognizes individuals who 
have made gifts to The Inn through their estate plans. 

Helen continues to manage Bradley Shopping 
Center from her home in Arlington, VA, where she has 
lived for 50 years. The Inn is deeply grateful to Helen 
and Donald for their annual support and their special 
estate commitment that will ensure that there will 
always be “a place like home” to keep children and 
families together during serious illness.

After more than a year of construction, the Leidos 
Health team took great joy in watching Inn residents 
and their families discover the many features the 
Playground and Park offers.

“Our relationship with The Inn is a natural 
and successful fit,” says Steve Comber, President of 
the Health Solutions Group at Leidos Health. “Our 
scientists and technical personnel work side-by-side 
with researchers and program staff at the National 
Institutes of Health every day to help discover the 
causes of and treatments for diseases. Our employees 
want to show their appreciation for the amazing work 
that NIH does for so many people.”

Comber adds that the team’s continued dedication 
to The Inn reflects Leidos Health’s deep commitment 
to supporting the NIH mission of advancing biomedical 
research and discovery, while also supporting The Inn 
as it makes life more comfortable for children receiving 
life-saving treatment, and their families.

“We are not only honored by their financial 
support, but also by the generosity of Leidos Health 
employees who donate their time to help make The Inn 
a better place. The support of Leidos Health helps us 
fulfill our mission,” says Inn CEO Kathy Russell.

 “We are passionate about helping our customers 
across the healthcare industry find ways to prevent, 
diagnose, and treat illnesses,” Comber says. “And we are 
proud to continue our legacy of supporting a healthy 
future for our families, our communities, and our world.”

Helen Olson

Helen and Donald Olson devoted their lives 
to helping children. Unable to have children 
of their own, the couple resolved to do 
whatever they could to help other children.

Leidos Health Inc.

Leidos Health Inc. (formerly Science 
Applications International Corp. or “SAIC”) 
has had a long-standing relationship with 
The Children’s Inn, and the more than 5,000 
members of the Leidos Health team are look-
ing forward to continuing their support in the 
years ahead. This year’s involvement with The 
Inn was extra special, given Leidos Health’s 
active involvement with the new Playground 
and Park. Leidos Health donated more than 
$325,000 and hundreds of volunteer hours to 
help make this fun space a reality. 
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The couple is retired and lives in Chevy Chase, D.C. 

Emma traded cocktail parties with foreign officials for 

pretend tea parties at The Inn’s Woodmont House, located 

on the corner of 

Woodmont Avenue 

and Battery Lane. 

Woodmont can serve 

up to five families 

who are in the 

process of transition-

ing home from The 

Children’s Inn at NIH. 

Since opening 

in 2010, more than 

100 families, many 

from other countries, have stayed at Woodmont. Emma’s 

multilingual skills are used often at Woodmont. She is 

known affectionately as “Miss Emma,” and spends Tuesday 

afternoons immersed in games of Chutes and Ladders 

and Candy Land or teaching knitting lessons to residents 

through her “Knitting Circle” class.

Families stay at The Woodmont House when they no 

longer need daily treatment at the NIH, but aren’t yet well 

enough to return home. The neighborhood setting allows 

for greater integration into the Bethesda community. Emma 

revels in helping families, whether tutoring, translating or 

simply taking the time to talk and visit with families.

“I am lucky that I get to work directly with the 

kids,” Emma says. In her many travels, she has seen world 

tensions up close. At The Inn, she has witnessed the 

strength and tenacity of the world’s youngest residents.

“The fact that these young children believe they 	

are going to make it, that they are invincible, well, 	

it’s very uplifting,” Emma says. “They think about today, 

the very present.”

“When we first 
walked in to The Inn, 
we could feel how 

warm and welcoming it is,” says Margaret. “We love what 
you do for the families and we know how important a 
warm environment is for them.”

The Ford’s support of The Inn and other organizations 

that support cancer research is due in part to having been 

touched personally by cancer. Margaret’s brother, Steven, 

died tragically when he was in his 20s from melanoma. As a 

way to honor Steven, the Fords began bringing gifts to The 

Inn every year on his birthday. In the early 1980’s, John’s 

father was diagnosed and treated for lymphoma at the 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) and lived 15 more years 

following the successful treatment of his disease.

“We have many connections to children, cancer and 

the NIH,” John says, and The Inn touches all three. 

The couple says that contributing to The Inn is very 

rewarding. “You can see how your gifts are being used—

directly helping the families.”

Residents of Chevy Chase, Maryland, Margaret is a 

partner with Woodfield Investments, LLC, a real estate 

development firm, and John is president of jfordmedia, 

a company specializing in video properties management, 

program development and production, non-fiction series 

creation, and media research. He is a former executive at 

the Discovery Channel and National Geographic Channel. In 

addition to their support of The Inn and cancer research, 

the Fords are also active with the Washington Jesuit 

Academy in Washington, DC.

The Inn is deeply grateful to the Fords for their 

generous support over many years and appreciates all they 

have done for Inn children and families. 

Emma McNamara

Emma McNamara has spent a lifetime in high-
level diplomatic circles and as a web manager 
for the Environmental Protection Agency. Now, 
at 70, she enjoys sitting in low chairs with 
little ones, playing board games and reading 
children’s books. Born in Cuba, Emma has 
lived in Russia, France, Colombia and Zaire 
with her husband Thomas “Ted” McNamara, 
who served as U.S. Ambassador to Colombia as 
well as numerous other Foreign Service posts.

Margaret Smith Ford and  
John B. Ford

Margaret and John Ford have been long-
time, generous supporters of The Children’s 
Inn. Since the opening of The Inn more 
than 20 years ago, the Fords have provided 

financial 
support, as well 
as Thoughtful 
Treasures and 
special gifts for 
Inn residents.
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Barbara L. Barban
Michael Berman
Peter and Shelly Berman
Philip and Toby Berman
Rhoda and Stanford Berman +
Vance and Linda Bettis
Martin and Elaine Book
Joseph and Patricia Brennan +
Norma W. Brodsky
Kingman and Ann Brown
Travis and Kathleen Brown
Diane H. Carvey +
Andrew and Marie Chiarodo
R. Cobb and Elizabeth Cobb
Louis C. Crouch, Jr. 
John and Ann Curley
Carol Ann Denison +
LeRoy and Delores Dokken
Patricia Eanet and Mikel Frazee +
Miriam S. Eisenstadt
Marguerite L. and Gordon Erickson*
Elaine Feidelman and Irwin Shuman +
Jeffrey and Joanne Fisher
Gerald* and Sandra Friedman
Charles and Marilyn Froom +
John and Kathryn Glassic +
Robert M. Goldberg and Jacklyn Schloss
Lynn A. and Judith Greenwalt
Carole A. Habash
James A. Kelley
Wilma A. Kline*
Albert and Tanya Lambert
Ruthjoy Leventhal +
Dr. and Mrs. David L. Levin
Lt. Col. and Mrs. James G. Maheras 
Marilynn Mansfield
Mary C. Massey
James C. and Bonnie May
Katharine E. McLellan
Elinor W. Meyers
Mr. and Mrs. Wendell C. Mohr
Ruth C. Monaghan 
M. Dolores and Lavon Neal
Margaret A. O’Brien
John and Mary O’Dea +
Holly and David Parker
Phil and Peggy Pizzo
Joseph and Mary Jane Porter
Mark and Jean Raabe
Cokie and Steve Roberts
Irene Routhenstein

Barry and Bonnie Rubinstein
Michael and Beverly Rush
Warren and Kay Russ
Barbara and Lewis Shrensky
Michael B. Southcomb +
Marvin J. and Jeanne D. Spivak +
Rosalie M. Sporn
Roberta Steiner
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence E. Stubbs
Jean H. Thomas
Paul* and Joan Van der Slice
Dr. Robert van Hoek
Mr. and Mrs. Dan D. Wallace, Jr.
Eric Wassermann and Janell Schweickert +
Lori Wiener, PhD
Zulienne C. and Clyde Wolfrey
Sharon Zeigler

* Deceased
+ New members in FY13

The Innkeeper’s Society
Recognition of Planned 
Gift/Estate Gift Donors
Anonymous (6) 
Pat Boschetto
	 In honor of my grandson, 	
Tyler Matthew Boman 

Lt. Col. and Mrs. Stanley Chrzanowski 
Yvonne Clement 
Janis and Jim Cook 
Laura and Dave King
Wilma A. Kline*
Glenda and Max* Meek 
	 In memory of our daughter, 	
Andrea Lynn Williams 

Renuka Misra, PhD
Helen G. Olson and Donald* Olson 
Maureen and Thomas Patton
	 In memory of our son, 	
Andrew Thomas Patton 

Richard M. Ralston

*Deceased

The Children’s Inn at NIH deeply values all 
contributions, as they help to sustain our 
mission. To protect the privacy of our donors 
and their special relationship with The Inn, we 
maintain the following: We do not trade, sell, 
or rent our donor lists with other organizations. 
We offer donors the option to be recognized 
anonymously. Donors may request to be removed 
from our solicitation list and/or our mailing list.

For more information, contact Fern Jennifer Stone, 
Director of Development and Public Relations,  
at 301-451-9453 or stonefj@mail.nih.gov.
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Board of Directors
Lee J. Helman, MD, Chair & Clinical Advisor
Deborah I. Dingell, Executive Vice Chair
Kelvin K. Womack, Vice Chair
Cokie Roberts, Secretary 
Timothy J. Atkin, Treasurer
John I. Gallin, MD, Clinical Advisor
Philip A. Pizzo, MD, Clinical Advisor Emeritus
Kathy L. Russell, Chief Executive Officer

Dale A. Adams
Martha-Ann Alito
Diane Baker
Linda K. Berdine 
Abigail Blunt
D. Chris Downey
Pepe Figueroa
Ed Greissing
Kitty Higgins
Frederick S. Humphries, Jr.
Dianne G. Kay
Molly Mahoney Matthews
Beth Maloney
Robert A. McMahon
Anthony C. Morella, Esq.
Edward Orton, PhD
Holly Cobb Parker
Paul F. Pelosi
Susan Penfield
Jay C. Planalp
Florence W. Prioleau, Esq.
Mark J. Raabe
Ryan A. Riel
Randy Schools
Robert J. Vogel
Dennis K. Webster
Lori Wiener, PhD
Lauren V. Wood, MD

Jeff Yablon, General Counsel
RAFFA, Independent Auditors

National Advisory Council
Tony Bennett
Meryl Comer
Bob Costas
Katie Couric
Susan Dentzer
Marianne Gingrich
Darryl Grant
Nicole Johnson
Jim Lehrer
Audrey F. Manley, MD
Ellen Ochoa, PhD

Trustees
Michael S. Berman
Lois D. Breaux
Jane A. Gephardt
Cecile Tauzin
Carmala Walgren

Heritage Council
Mary Lou Andersen
Albert Angel
Thomas Baker
Calvin B. Baldwin, Jr.
Elisabeth Brownstein
Gerald S. J. Cassidy
Victoria M. Devlin
Nancy Domenici
Lester G. Fant, III
Robert Greenberg, A.I.A.
Robert Ingram
Alan I. Kay*
Kathleen B. Lowery
June L. McCalla
Arthur D. McKey, Esq*
Gordon Peterson
Peggy Daly Pizzo
Philip A. Pizzo, MD
Irene Pollin
Milton B. Popeck, CPA*
William F. Raub, PhD
George F. Russell, Jr
Sheila Santacroce
Robert J. Slevin
Yvonne Soghomonian
Andrew R. Tartler
P. Roy Vagelos, MD
Sylvia Valdivia
Carmala Walgren
Cynthia Fanale White
Peters D. Willson
Donna L. Wilson
Zulienne C. Wolfrey
The Honorable Jim Wright
James B. Wyngaarden, MD

*Deceased

Non-Board 
Committee Members
Annette Abrams
Dawn Booth
Lillian Fitzgerald
Donald Gutman, CPA
George R. A. Jones
Lauren Kingsland
Kenneth Kline
Marion Koenigs
Crystal L. Parmele
Susan Due Pearcy
Mark Rotariu
Adam S. Warshavsky

Children’s Inn Staff
Kathy L. Russell, Chief Executive Officer
Neetu Agrawal, Overnight Manager
Julie Anderson, Receptionist/ 

Administrative Assistant
Delrica Andrews, Accounting Assistant
Walter Avelar, Facilities Coordinator
Dahlia Benzaquen, Day Manager
Jean Buergler, Director of Finance
Aisha Campbell, Resident Manager
Meredith Carlson Daly, Media Relations Manager
Florence Cole, Weekend and Relief Manager
Dorleen E. Dove, Executive Assistant
Jackie Hovanec, Community Outreach & 

Volunteer Program Assistant
Anne Hoye, Weekend and Relief Manager
Julie Hykes Herman, Communications/

Production Manager
Jo Jamison, Online Communications Coordinator
Ronny Kempenich, Education Program Coordinator
Laura J. King, Director of Volunteers & 

Community Outreach
Bridget Kuzma, Family Program & Community 

Outreach Coordinator
Mallory Lewis, Senior Resident Services Manager
Jennifer S. Lucca, Director of Resident Services 

& Program Operations
Valerie Mahar, Weekend and Relief Manager
Lucy Merkley, Development Database Manager
Eva Nanavati, Development Assistant
Julie Ofrecio, Facilities & Resident  

Services Coordinator
Emily Perper, Weekend and Relief Manager
Tammy F. Pinson, Human Resources &  

Business Operations Officer
Lantega Richardson, Overnight Manager
Richard Saunders, Information Systems Director
Stephanie Sears, Weekend and Relief Manager
Chiquita Serpas, Woodmont House Manager
Rick Sniffin, Facilities & Construction Manager
Lauren Stabert, Annual Giving &  

Special Events Manager
Fern Jennifer Stone, Director of Development  

& Public Relations
Anna B. Tate, Major & Planned Gifts Manager
Krista Vaughan, Weekend and Relief Manager
Taylor Watson, Assistant Woodmont  

House Manager
Ryan Whited, Family Program Manager

Credits
Editor-in-Chief: Fern Jennifer Stone
Editor/Production Manager: 	
Julie Hykes Herman

Contributors: Meredith Carlson Daly, 	
Dorleen Dove, Lucy Merkley, 	
Peyton Plummer, Anna B. Tate

Photography: Randy Sager Photography Inc., 
Hoachlander Davis Photography, LLC, 	
Tchad Moore and The Children’s Inn 
at NIH

Graphic Design: Janin/Cliff Design, Inc.

Board, Councils, Committees and Staff (as of June 30, 2013)

Integrity We are honest and 
trustworthy and take personal 
responsibility for our actions.

Open Communication We listen 
and encourage others to share their ideas 
and knowledge in a cooperative manner.

Community We share a passion 	
to create “a place like home,” where 	
all feel a sense of belonging, 
safety, support and care.

Helping Others We respond to the needs 
of others as we individually and collectively 
care for and work with each other.

Respect We honor the unique qualities 
of each individual, treat others with 
kindness, and value the strength 
that comes from our diversity.

Mission & Values
The Children’s Inn at NIH is a private, nonprofit residence for families and their children 
who are participating in pediatric research at the National Institutes of Health’s Clinical 
Center. The Inn enhances the opportunities for groundbreaking medical discoveries by 
providing a free “place like home” that reduces the burdens of illness through a supportive 
environment including therapeutic, educational and recreational programming.
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www.childrensinn.org

There are many ways to support The Children’s Inn, such as food drives and our Thoughtful 
Treasures mailbox program. Visit www.childrensinn.org and click on Get INNvolved to learn more 
about how you can help the many children and families who call The Inn home. Thank you!


